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Introduction

Born in the year 1115H/1703AD in ‘Uyaynah, approximately
seventy kilometres to the north of Riyad, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Wahhiab ibn Sulayman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Rashid al-Tamimi was to commence a da‘wah that would spread
throughout the Muslim world, he was to commence a revival
which was to be the cause of millions of Muslims questioning,
and ultimately rejecting, many practises and superstitious beliefs
held by their peers and predecessors. It was a call to take the
Muslims back to the pristine Islam of the early Muslims.!

Sulayman ibn ‘Ali, a judge and perhaps the most senior scholar
in Najd of his time, and the grandfather of ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab,
had a dream in which he saw a light emanating from his belly and

!Itis impotrtant to note that the exact sequence of some of the events in the life
of Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab are differed about as are the dates in which
they occutred. There are two source biographical works written by his contempo-
raries: Ibn Ghannam, Rawdah al-Afkdr wa'l-Afbam (or Tarikh al-Najd) and ibn
Bisht, Unwan al-Majd i 1arikh al-Najdwhich were used in what follows as well as
Zarabozo, The Life, Teachings, and Influence of Mubammad ibn Abdul Wabbaab.
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Introduction

engulfing the whole desert. At that time, the dream was inter-
preted to mean that one of his descendants would be a great
leader, guiding people and laying the foundations of a large king-
dom. The dream was thought to be fulfilled in his grandson.?

Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab’s family was famous and known for its re-
ligious scholars and piety: his father was a judge, his uncle,
Ibrahim, was a well known scholar, and his elder brother,
Sulayman, an advanced student of knowledge, later to become a
scholar in his own right. It was at the hands of his father that ibn
‘Abdu’l-Wahhab memorised the Qut’an, completing it before the
age of ten, and under whom he studied Hzinbali jurisprudence,
Qur’anic exegesis and hadith. He developed a love of reading
and studying and would make frequent use of both his father’s
and grandfather’s libraries. As a young man, he came to love the
Qutr’an and spent much of his time studying exegesis and its re-
lated sciences. His father, astonished at his son’s progress, re-
marked how he himself had benefited from his son in some is-
sues of jurisprudence.’ From a young age, ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab
became known for his devoutness, his intelligence and excellent
memory, and his proficiency in debating. He was generous and
well-mannered, treating his guests with honour and respect, and
would live a simple, austere life. He reached puberty before the
age of twelve and his father contracted his marriage when he was
twelve years old.

Soon after marriage, he sought permission from his father to
perform the pilgrimage, and after receiving it, departed for Mecca,
staying there for a few months.

2 Hidir al-"Alam al-Islimi, vol. 4, pg. 161

* Ibn Ghannam, vol. 1, pg. 25
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF ISLAM

As a young man, and more so in his later life, he was exposed to
the writings of ibn Taymiyyah and ibn al-Qayyim and studied
them extensively, personally transcribing many of ibn Taymiyyah’s
books.

Later in his life, probably around the age of twenty, he went to
perform the pilgrimage again, this time staying in Mecca for a
short time to study under the scholars there; among them:
‘Abdullah ibn Salim al-ShafiT. From there he travelled to Madinah
and studied with some of the scholars residing there; one of
these was the Hanbali jutist and scholar of hadith, ‘Abdullah ibn
Ibrahim ibn Sayf from whom he attained a scholatly license in
the books of hadith. Anothet was the Hanafi jurist and scholar
of hadith, Muhammad Hayat al-Sindi. It was these two scholars
who made a lasting impression on the author and set him on his
path. His great grandson, ‘Abdu’l-Latif ibn ‘Abdu’l-Rahman was
later to obsetve that it was this latter scholar, well known for
repudiating innovations and pagan practises, who had the great-
est influence in shaping the views of the young ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Wahhab concerning Islamic monotheism, popular religious prac-
tises concerning saints and their tombs, and bigoted, blind fol-
lowing, ag/id* Othet scholars he studied under were ‘Ali Afand;,
Ismal al-Tjlani and ‘Abdu’l-Latif al-Ahsa’l.

After returning to ‘Uyaynah and aftet a btief sojoutn of a year,
the author set out again in pursuit of knowledge, this time head-
ing for Basrah. There he stayed for four years studying with some
of the scholars there, amongst whom was Muhammad al-Majma‘
under whom he studied morphology, syntax, lexicology and
hadith, and Shihab al-Din al-Mawsili, the judge. Basrah was home
to a large Shia population and it was here thatibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab

*Isma‘l al-Ansati, Hayar al-Shaykh Mupammad, vol. 1, pg. 127
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was exposed to their practises and publicly began to object to
innovation and pagan beliefs. His open challenge to the status
quo of the day led to his eventual expulsion from Basra with
sources stating that he was forced to leave in the extreme heat of
the noon, barefooted.

From Basrah he went to al-Ahs3’ and studied there for a time
under ‘Abdulldh ibn ‘Abdu’l-Latif al-ShafiT with whom he had
involved discussions concerning Ash‘arite creed. He also stud-
ied under Muhammad ibn Afaliq and ‘Abdullah ibn Fairoz al-Kafif,
the former would later become his antagonist and the latter en-
couraged him to further his studies of ibn Taymiyyah’s works.
From there, around the year 1144H, running low on money, he
went to Huraymla, the town where his father had, by then, moved
to. It is claimed that ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab also travelled to Bagh-
dad and Damascus and studied there, but these accounts are un-
corroborated.

It was at Huraymla that Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab began
his public call to 7awhid and his repudiation of the innovation
and shirk that he saw entrenched in the society around him. He
commenced teaching and delivered lectures on hadith, jurispru-
dence and Qur’anic exegesis in the masjid. Opposition to his call
grew and eventually he was forced to leave Huraymla and re-
turned to the town of his birth, ‘Uyaynah in the year 1153H, the
year his father passed away. The ruler of ‘Uyaynah at that time
was one ‘Uthmian ibn Hamad ibn Mu‘ammar who very quickly
accepted the author’s call and announced his support of him,

even marrying him to one of his close relatives, al-Jawharah bint
‘Abdullah ibn Mu‘ammar.

It was from here that Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab contin-

15



THE FOUNDATIONS OF ISLAM

ued his call in earnest and tried to create a true Islamic society
judging by the law of Allah, the Shari‘ah was to be implemented
in every sphere of life. He quickly became known for his justice
and impartiality in judging by Allah’s law, and hence the desite to
live by the Shari‘ah penetrated the hearts of people to the extent
that a woman came forward to admit her crime of adultery, want-
ing to be stoned to death. After Muhammad had ascertained that
the necessary conditions were met, he had her stoned to death,
then ordered that she be washed and the funeral prayer conducted
for her. This proved to be a highly controversial act amongst many
of his contemporaries who argued that he did not have the nec-
essary authority to carry it out, an accusation which he emphati-
cally defended. During his stay in ‘Uyaynah, he undertook two
very public actions graphically demonstrating his call and causing
a wide spectrum of reactions, ranging from outright anger to ad-
miration. The first concerned a group of trees that the people of
‘Uyaynah considered to have quasi-magical powers and on which
they would hang various artefacts to procure blessings. Ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Wahhab had the groove of trees cut down. The second act in-
volved the monument built over a grave thought to be that of
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab’s son, Zayd ibn al-Khattab, this he levelled
to the ground with his own hands surrounded by a guard of six
hundred men.

With his popularity on the increase, his opponents intensified
their opposition and efforts to curb his call, ultimately leading to
the Amir of al-Ahs2’, Sulayman ibn Muhammad, writing a threat-
ening letter to ‘Uthman ibn Hamad ordering him to kill or expel
ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab. ‘Uthman, not wanting to kill him, asked him
to leave ‘Uyaynah explaining that he did not have the strength to
stand against Amir Sulayman. So, in the year 1158H, five years
after returning to ‘Uyaynah, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab left

16
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for al-Diriyyah, a town located on the north-western outskirts

of Riyad.

At Dit‘iyyah he quickly found followers in the two brothers of
Amir Muhammad ibn Sa‘Gd, Thunayan and Mashati, and through
them he gained the support of the Amir himself. An alliance was
formed that was to form the foundations from which the call of
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab spread. Students flocked to him
and studied under him, and he continued a habit started years
eatlier of writing letters and short essays to scholars and leaders
of his land clarifying various aspects of Islam, repudiating inno-
vations and defending himself against numerous accusations and
fables that were circulated against him. Some received these cor-
respondences favourably, others did not.

Ibn Sa‘ad and his heirs would spend more than a century mount-
ing various expeditions to seize control of Arabia and its outly-
ing regions. They quickly established the first Saudi State and in
1802 captured the cities of Mecca and Medina which then mobi-
lised the Ottoman Empire against them. The first Saudi State
came to an end in 1818 when Dir‘iyyah surrendered to Ottoman
forces. The clan of Sa‘dd, however, and the descendants of ibn
‘Abdu’l-Wahhib lived on and a second Saudi State was later es-
tablished that lasted until 1891, and finally the whole of the
modern day Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was established in 1932.
While true that ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was involved in some, but
not all, of the initial campaigns, the extent of his involvement is
the subject of some controversy.

Another subject of controversy was that he was also involved,

on occasion, in armed conflict against his opponents. This he
himself justified to be defensive in nature, “We have not fought

17



THE FOUNDATIONS OF ISLAM

anyone to this day save in defense of life and honour. We have
fought against those who have come against us in our land and
refuse to leave us alone.” One time, after listing some idolatrous

practises, ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab penned,

These are the matters that have led to conflict be-
tween us and the people. They went to the length of
declaring us unbelievers, they fought us and they de-
clared our blood and wealth lawful for them, but Allah
supported us and gave us victory over them. It is
Tawhid that we call them to and fight them over, yet
only after establishing the proof against them from
the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of His Messengert,
and the consensus of the Imams of the righteous
Salaf, thereby implementing His words, “Fight them
until there is no more fitna and the religion is Allah’s alone.”™’

Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhib was once asked to clatify his call and what

he followed to which he responded,

As for our religion, it is Islam about which Allzh says,
“If anyone desires anything other than Islam as a religion, it
will not be accepted from him.”®

As for what we call people to, we call them to Zawhid,
about which Allah said, addressing His Prophet (%),

* ‘Uthaymin, at-Shaykh Muhammad, pg. 121

$ al-Anfal (8): 39

" Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Ms#'allafat, vol. 7, pg. 114. cf. al-Durar al-Saniyyah,vol. 1, pg,

8 Ali ‘Tmran (3): 85
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“Say, This is my way. I call to Alldh upon sure knowledge, 1
and all who follow me. Glory be to Allah! I am not one of the
polytheists!”® He also said, “Al masjids belong to Allah so
do not call on anyone else besides Allah.”™

As for what we prevent people from, we prohibit
them from shirk about which Allah says, “If anyone
associates anything with Allab, Allah has forbidden him the
Garden and his refuge will be the Fire' He, Most High,
addtessed His Prophet () with the wotds, “I# has
been revealed to you and those before you: If you associate others
with Allah, your actions will come to nothing and yon will be
among the losers.” No! Worship Alldh and be among the
thankful.”"* The address here is stringent even though
he and his brothers are completely innocent of shirk.

We fight people who commit shirk as Allah, Most High,
says, “Iight them until there is no more fitna...” i.e. shirk,
“...and the religion is Allah’s alone.” and, “Kill the polythe-
ists wherever you find them, seize them, besiege them and lie in
wait for them on every road. If they repent and establish the
prayer and pay the gakat, let them go on their way.”"* The
Prophet (#) said, “I have been ordered to fight the
people until they testify that none has the right to be

® Yasuf (12): 108

1 o/ Jinn (72): 18

" ol Mdidab (5): 72

2 4)-Zumar (39): 65-66
5 ol Anfil (8): 39

Y al- Tawbab (9): 5

19



THEFOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

worshipped save Allzh and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah, and they establish the prayer and
give the zakat. If they do this, there blood and prop-
erty becomes inviolable except by due tight and their
reckoning lies with Allah, Mighty and Magnificent.”...

As for what you mention concerning the issue of
independent juristic reasoning, 7#ibad, we are follow-
ers of the Book, the Sunnah, the righteous Salaf of
this nation, and what is supported of the opinions
of the Four Imams: Abd Hanifah al-Nu‘min ibn
Thabit, Malik ibn Anas, Muhammad ibn Idris al-
ShafiT, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal, may Allah have metcy
on them all...

We have come with nothing that opposes revealed
texts or is rejected by the [sound] intellect. They say
what they do not do wheteas we do what we say, “%is
deeply abhorrent to Allah that you should say what you do not
do.” '

We fight those who worship idols just as he (i) fought
them.'® We fight them if they abandon the prayer ot
refuse to give the zakit just as the Siddiq of this na-
tion, Abt Bakr al-Siddiq (radiy.Alahu ‘anku) fought those
who refused to give it."”

5 41-Saff (61): 2

' He, al-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pg. 58 said, ‘We only fight them after having
established the evidence against them from the Book of Allah, the Sunnah of
His Messenger and the consensus of the Imams of the righteous Salaf, thereby
implementing His words, “Fight them until there is no more fitna and the religion is

Allak’s alone.” |al-Anfil (8): 39].

"7 a)-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pp. 95-98
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Introdnction

With respect to his call, he was repeatedly asked about the is-
sue of Zakfir, or declaring a Muslim to be a disbeliever. His reply:
“We only rule to be disbelievers those who associate partners
with Allah in His divinity, and that only after the evidence against
his acts has become clear to him.”"® False accusations against him
in this regard were widely circulated. He once wrote,

Allah knows that the man has lied against me, claim-
ing I said things that are patently false, most of which
have not even crossed my mind! He asserts that I
have said that the Muslims, for the last six hundred
years, have been on nothing, that I rule anyone who
makes Zawassul with the righteous a disbeliever, that I
declare Busayti a disbeliever, and that I declare any-
one who swears by another besides Allah a disbe-
liever. My response to all these claims is: Glory be to
Allah, this is an odious lie!"

Another time he said,

My opponents claim that I declare people to be dis-
believers on grounds of mere suspicion, that I de-
clare to be disbelievers all who oppose me, and that I

18 Thn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Mx'allafit, vol. 5, pg. 60

1 Ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, Mu’allafit, vol. 5, pp. 11-12.

In Majmi' al-Rasa’il wa'l-Masa’il, vol. 1, pg 47, his son, ‘Abdullzh ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhib said, “The author of the Burdah, and those like him in
whose words shirk and extremism are found and have passed away are not ruled
to be disbelievers. What is obligatory is to repudiate their words and to explain
that whoever believes these words in their ostensive sense is a disbeliever and a
polytheist. As for the person who originally said them, his affair lies with Allah,
Glotious and Most High. It is far from desirable to accuse the dead because one
does not know if they repented or not...”

21



THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

declare the ignoramus upon whom the evidence has
not been established a disbeliever. These are all odi-
ous lies by which they mean to make people averse to
the religion of Allah and His Messenger.’

He furnished clear evidence of this by stating,

If we do not declare a disbeliever the one who wort-
ships the idol over the grave of ‘Abdu’l-Qadit, ot the
idol over the grave of Ahmad al-Badawi and the like
due to their ignorance and not having the truth ex-
plained to them, how could we then declare as disbe-
liever the one who does not associate partnets with
Allah or who does not migrate to us?®

When questioned about his creed, he composed the following
monograph which ostensibly would seem to be an abridgement
of ibn Taymiyyah’s a/-‘Agidah al-Wasitiyyab:

I call Allah, those Angels with me and youtselves to
witness that I have the creed of the Saved Group:
Ablu'l-Sunnak wa'l-Jama'ah which is to have faith in Allah,
His Angels, His Books and His Messengers, the Res-
urrection after death, and the divine decree - the good
thereof and the bad.

Part of faith in Allah is to believe in what He has
described Himself with in His Book and upon the
tongue of His Messenger () without distortion or
denial. I believe that there is “nothing is like Him and He

2 Tbn ‘Abdw’l-Wahhab, Mu’allafit, vol. 5, pg. 25

2 Ibn ‘Abdw’l-Wahhab, Mu'allafit, vol. 7, pg. 48
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is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”™ 1 do not negate what
He has described Himself with, I do not distort words
from their propet places, and I do not desecrate His
Names and Signs.” I do not imagine a ‘how’ to the
Attributes of Allah and I do not liken them to the
attributes of His creation. This is because He has no
namesake; thete is none who is comparable to Him
and none who is equal to Him.* He is not to be com-
pated to His creation because He best knows Him-
self and others; He is more truthful in speech and
better in discourse. He says, “Glorified be your Lord, the
Lord of Might, beyond anything they describe. Peace be upon
the Messengers and praise be to Allab, the Lord of the worlds!’™
Here, He absolved Himself of what the opponents
described Him with: those who liken Allah to His crea-
tion and imagined the ‘how,” and of what the negators:
those who distort and deny, negate from Him.

The Saved Group takes a middle path when com-
pated to (the extremes found amongst) the various

2 4) Shiri (42):11

B at: ilpad. Desecrating Allah’s Names occurs in 2 number of ways: 1) To name
idols after the Names of Allzh such as al-Lat, detived from altZlabiyyab, or al-
‘Uzzah, detived from al-‘Aziz. 2) Calling Allzh names that are unbefitting such as
the Christians calling Him father 3) Describing Him with things that He is far
removed from such as the Jews asserting that He is poor 4) Divesting the Names
of Allah of their meanings and to deny their realities 5) Likening the Attributes
of Allah to those of His creation.

cf. Ibn al-Qayyim, Bada’i al-Fawd’id, vol. 1, pg. 153 and Madarij al-Salikin, vol. 1,

pg 39
% cf. Maryam (19): 65, al-Tkblas (112): 4, al-Bagarah (2): 22

2 o). Saffat (37): 180-182
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THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

sects of this nation. With regards the deeds of Allah,
they traverse a middle path between (the extremes of)
the Jabariyyah and the Qadariyyah. With regards the
threat of Allah, they traverse a middle path between
(the extremes of) the Mutji’ah and the Wa‘idiyyah. With
regards to faith and religion, they traverse a middle
path between (the extremes of) the Hurariyyah and
Mu‘tazilah on the one hand, and the Murji’ah and the
Jahmiyyah on the other. And with regards the Com-
panions of the Messenger of Allah (&), they traverse
a middle path between (the extremes of) the Rafidah
and the Khawarij.

I believe that the Qur’an is Allah’s speech, it is re-
vealed (by Him) and is not created. From Him it came
and to Him shall it return. Allah spoke it literally; He
revealed it to Muhammad (&), His Messenget, the one
entrusted with His revelation, and the mediator be-
tween Him and His servants.

I believe that Allah does what He wills, nothing oc-
curs in His dominion unless it is by His will and noth-
ing falls outside of it. Everything in creation is bound
to His decree and nothing happens that He has not
determined. None can escape His decree and none
can go beyond what has been recorded in the In-

scribed Tablet.

I believe in everything that the Prophet (4) informed
us of that will happen after death. I believe in the trial
of the grave and its bliss. I believe that the souls will
be returned to their bodies and man will stand befote
the Lotd of the wortlds, naked, barefooted and un-
circumcised. The sun will draw close to them, the Scales
will be erected and the deeds of man will be weighed,

24
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“Those whose scales are heavy, they are the successful. Those whose
scales are light, they are the losers of their selves, remaining in
Hell timelessly, forever.”

The aécoﬁnts, i.e. the records of deeds, will be un-
folded. Some will take theirs with their right hands
and others with their left.

1 believe in the Prophet’s Pond which is on the great
plain of the Rising Its water is whiter than milk and
sweeter than honey, and its goblets are as numerous
as the stars of the heaven. Whoever drinks from it
even once will never be thirsty again.

I believe that the Bridge spans the back of Hell and
that people will cross it (at speeds) proportional to
their deeds.

I believe in the intercession of the Prophet (4%). He
will be the fitst to intercede and the first to have his
intercession accepted. Only the innovator or the mis-
guided reject the intercession. However, it will only
occur after Allah’s permission is granted for those He
is pleased with. Allah, Most High, says, “They only inter-
cede on behalf of those with whom He is pleased.”,” “Who can
intercede with Flim esccept by His permission?””® “And how
many angels are there in the heavens whose intercession is of no
benefit at all until Allah bas anthorised those He wills and is
pleased with them!’” He is only pleased with Zawhid and

% al-Mu'minin (23): 102-103
7 4l Anbiya (21): 28
2 al-Bagarah (2): 255

® 4)-Najm (53): 26
25
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He only authorises those who lived by it. The poly-
theists, on the other hand, have no share in the inter-
cession: “The intercession of the interceders will not help them.”™

I believe that Paradise and Hell have alteady been cre-
ated, they are present right now and they will never
perish. On the Day of Rising, the believers will see
their Lord with their own eyes just as they can see the
moon when it is full, without experiencing any diffi-
culty in seeing Him.

I believe that our Prophet, Muhammad (g), is the
seal of the Prophets and Messengers. The faith of a
person cannot be valid until he believes in his mes-
sage and testifies to his prophethood.

I believe that the best of his nation is Abt Bakr al-
Siddiq, then ‘Umar al-Fartq, then ‘Uthman Dhi’l-
Nirayn, then ‘Alf al-Murtada, then the remaining
Ten,” then the people of Badr, then those who gave
the Pledge of Allegiance under the tree, and then the
rest of the Companions. I am loyal to the Compan-
ions of the Messenger of Allah (%), I mention their
virtues and excellent qualities, I ask that Allah be well-

* al-Muddaththir (74): 48

*' Aba Dawad #4649-4650 and Tirmidhi #3757 on the authority of Sa‘d ibn
Zayd that the Messenger of Allah () said, “Ten are in Paradise: Abt Bakr is in
Paradise, ‘Umar is in Paradise, ‘Uthman is in Paradise, ‘Ali is in Paradise, Talhah
is in Paradise, Zubayr ibn al-‘Awam is in Paradise, Sa‘d ibn Malik is in Paradise,
‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn ‘Awf is in Paradise.” Sa‘id ibn Zayd then said, ‘If you wish
I'will name you the tenth,’ they said, “‘Who is he?” He paused and they asked again

so he said, ‘He is Sa‘id ibn Zayd.’

Tirmidhi said it was hasan and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6993-6996.
Tirmidhi #3747 also recorded it on the authotity of ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn

‘Awf and it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #7002
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pleased with them, and I request forgiveness for them.
I refrain from mentioning their mistakes and I re-
main silent about the disputes that arose between them.
I believe in their excellence, in keeping with His say-
ing, “Those who have come after them say, ‘Our Lord, forgive
us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and do not put any
rancour in our hearts towards those who have faith. Our Lord,
You are All-Gentle, Most Merciful.”* 1 ask that Allah be
well-pleased with the mothers of the believers who
have been purified of all evil.

T accept the miracles of the Aw/iya™ and the spiritual
unveilings granted them. This does not, however, mean
that they warrant anything that is due to Allah alone,
one can not go to them and ask them for something
that only Allah can do.

I do not testify that any of the Muslims will be in
Paradise or in the Fire except for those whom the
Messenger of Allah (4) has testified to. I do, how-
ever, hope for the best for the person who does good
and fear for the person who works evil. I do not
declare any Muslim to be a disbeliever because of a

*2 4l-Hashr (59): 10

» Awkhjya’, plural of wali. Ion Taymiyyah, a/-Furqan, says, ‘al-Walayah, ot loyalty, is
the opposite of al-adiwah, or enmity. The essential meaning of alwalayah is love
and closeness whereas the essential meaning a/- adawais hatred and distance. Itis
also postulated that the wa/iis called so because of his zuwalah, ot persistence and
regularity in performing actions of obedience, meaning by this his following up
[good actions] with more [good actions]. The first analysis is more correct.” He
says before this, “The Aw/kjya’ of Allah are the pious, God-fearing believers. Allah,
Most High, says, “Yes, the friends of Allah will feel no fear and will know no sorrow: those
who have faith and are mindful of Allah.” |Yinus (10): 62-63]” Available in English
with the title, “The Decisive Criterion between the Friends of Allah and.the friends of
Shaytan.” Published by Dar as-Sunnah Publishers, Birmingham, UK, 2003.
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sin and I do not eject him from the circle of Islam.
I believe that Jihad is to be performed with every
Imam, be he pious or sinful. Praying in congregation
behind them is permissible and Jihad will remain in
force from the time that Muhammad () was sent to
the time that the last of this nation will fight the Dajjal.
Neither the oppression nor justice of a person can
render it null and void.

I am of the view that hearing and obeying the right-
eous or sinful Imams of the Muslims is obligatory so
long as they do not enjoin a person to disobey Allzh.
Whoever is given the position of Khalifah with the
people accepting him and supporting him, or he force-
fully imposes himself on them such that he becomes
the Khalifah, it becomes obligatory to obey him and
prohibited to revolt against him.

I am of the view that the innovators should be boy-
cotted and ostracised until they repent. I judge by what
is apparent in them and I relegate what is inside them
to Allah. I believe that every newly invented matter in
the religion is an innovation.

I believe that faith is statement of the tongue, action
of the limbs and belief of the heart. It increases with
obedience and decreases with disobedience. It con-
sists of seventy odd branches, the highest of which is
the testimony that none has the right to be worshipped
save Allah, and the lowest of which is removing some-
thing harmful from the road.

I am of the view that it is obligatory ta enjoin the
good and prohibit the evil as determined by the pure
Legal Law of Muhammad ().
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This a brief summary of my creed which I have com-
posed even though I have other concerns on my
mind so that you may know what my view is. Allah is
Guardian over what we say.>*

After a life full of preaching and struggle, ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab
withdrew from public life in his final years, devoting them in-
stead to teaching and study, and passed away in the year 1206H/
1792AD at Dir'iyyah.

Works:

Two famous anthologies are available which gather the writings
of ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab and his followers: Majmi‘ al-Rasa’il wa'l-
Masa’il al-Najdiyyah in five volumes and al-Durar al-Saniyyah fi'l-
Ajwiba al-Najdjyyab in eleven volumes. A project to collate the
various writings of ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab was commissioned by
Muhammad ibn Sa‘Gd University resulting in a thirteen volume
compendium, Mu’allafat al-Shaykh al-Inam Mubammad ibn ‘Abdn’l-
Wahhab. Some of his stand alone works are listed below:

® /- Usil al-Thalathah wa Adillatuba (The Three Fundamental
Principles And Their Evidences)

*  a/-Qawa'id al-Arba‘ (The Four Precepts) -

®  4/-Usil al-Sittah (The Six Fundamental Principles)

= Kitab al-Tawhid (The Book of Monotheismy)

*  Kashf al-Shububit (The Clarification of Specious Arguments)

*  Usil al-Imin (Foundations of Faith)

*  Kitib al-Imin (The Book of Faith)

*  Mukhbtasar al-Imin (Abridgement of [the Book] of Faith)

®  Mufid al-Mustafid fi Kufr Tarik al-Tawhid (The Disbelief of

** al-Durar al-Saniyyah,vol. 1, pp. 28-33
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One who Abandons Zawhid)

Sharh Sittah Mawadi min al-Sirah (Explanation of Six Inci-
dents from the Sirah)

Masa’il al-Jabiliypah (Characteristics of the Time of Igno-
rance)

Risalah f7'l-Radd ‘ala’l-Rafidah (Tteatise on Repudiating the
Rafidal)

Fada’il al-Islam (The Virtues of Islam)

Fada’il al-Qur'an (The Virtues of the Qut’an)

Abadith al-Fitan wa’l-Hawadith (Hadith about Tribulations and
Occurrences)

Adab al-Mashi ila’l-Salah (Manners of Walking to the Prayer)
Kitab al-Taharah (The Book of Purification)

Kitab al-Kaba'ir (The Book of Mortal Sins)

Majmi al-Hadith ‘ala Abwaib al-Figh (Compendium of Hadith
organised by Topics of Jurisprudence)

Mukbtasar Sirah al-Ras#/ (Summarised Biography of the Mes-
senger) '

Mukhtasar al-Insaf wa'l-Sharh al-Kabir (Abridgement of the
[books] al-Insaf and al-Sharh al-Kabir)

Mukbtasar Zad al-Ma'ad (Abridgement of the [book] Zad al-
Ma'ad) : .
Mutkbtasar al-Sawa'ig (Abridgement of the [book] a/-Sawa‘q)
Mukbtasar Fath al-Bari (Abridgement of [the book] Fazh al-
Bari)

Mukbtasar al-Minbhgj (Abridgement of [the book] a/-Minhd))

Abu Rumaysah
26/12/1429
23/12/2008
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Characteristics of the
Time of Ignorance
Masa’il al-Jabiliyyab allati Khalafa
fiha Rasulullah
Abla’l-Jabiliyyah
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With the Name of Allah,
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful

These are characteristics which were current amongst the peo-
ple of the Time of Ignorance:' the Pegple of the Book and those who
have no Book* and were opposed by the Messenger of Allah (&)
Every Muslim must be aware of them for,

Opposites elicit the beauty of a thing
Through opposites are matters clarified

The most important of these aspects, and the most dangerous,
is the heart being devoid of faith in that which the Messenger
(4) brought. If one adds to this approval (of the beliefs and

Yar: Jabiliyyah.

Jabiliyyab is an ascription to ignorance. The Jahiliyyah referred to here is the
petiod where there was no Messenger and no Book, specifically the period before
the commissioning of the Prophet (£%).

2 4i Trin (3): 20
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practices) of the people of the Time of Ignorance, total ruin
results. It is in this respect that Allah, Most High, says,

SR Tt
“And those who believe in falsehood and disbelieve

in Allah, they, it is they who are the losers.”

1. When supplicating to Allah and worshipping Him, in
practise, they would associate the righteous in that wor-
ship. Their goal was to have them intercede on their be-
half with Allah labouring under the assumption that this
was something that Allah and the righteous loved. Allah,
Most High, says,
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“They wortship, instead of Allah, what can neither
harm them nor help them, saying, “These are our in-
tercessors with Allah.”*

? al-‘Ankabit (29): 52

* Yanns (10): 18
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“Those who take protectors besides Him - “We only
worship them so that they may bring us nearer to

Allah’ - Allah will judge between them regarding the
things about which they differed.”

This is the greatest matter that the Messenger of Allah (i)
opposed them in for (his call) was to sincerity,® and he told us
that this was the religion of Allah which He sent all the Messen-
gers with.” He told us that He only accepts that deed which is
sincere, solely performed for Him,® and he informed us that who-

S al-Zumar (39): 3

¢ Allah, Most High, says, “Say, ‘I am commanded to worship Allah, making my
religion sincerely His. And I am commanded to be the first of the Muslims.”” [+
Zumar (39): 11-12], “Say, ‘It is Allah T worship, making my religion sincerely His,
so worship anything you will apart from Him!” Say, “The real losers are those who
lose themselves and their families on the Day of Rising.” Is that not the clear
loss?” [al-Zumar (39): 14-15], “They were only ordered to worship Allah, making
their religion sincerely His as people of pure natural belief...”” [@/-Bayyinah (98): 5]

7 Allah, Most High, says, “We sent a Messenger among every people saying:
‘Worship Allah and avoid all that is worshipped besides Him.” Among them
were some whom Allah guided but others received the misguidance they de-
served. Travel about the earth and see the final fate of the deniers.” [#/~/Nap/(16):
36] :

8 Allah, Most High, says, “So let him who hopes to meet his Lotd act rightly and
not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord.” [#/Kahf (18): 110]
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ever did what they deemed to be fine and good, “A/ah has forbid-
den him the Garden and bis refuge will be the Fire.””

It was this issue that divided people into the Muslim and the
disbeliever, and it was because of it that enmity arose and Jihad
was legislated.’® Allah, Most High, says,

T st Aot B B, A oy
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“Fight them until there is no more tribulation and the
»11

religion is Allah’s alone.

2. In their religion they are divided and split. Allah, Most
High, says,

Muslim records on the authority of Aba Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah
(#) said, “Allah says, ‘T am One who stands in no need of shirk. Whoever does
an action in which he associates others with Me, I would abandon him and his
shirk.””

Ibn Majah #4202 has the hadith, “Allah, Mighty and Magnificent says, ‘I am
the One who stands in absolutely no need of shirk, whoever does a deed for Me
in which he associates someone else then I am free of it and it is for the partner.”
Basayti said that the isnad was sahih.

0 al-Mc'idah (5): 72

1 Allah, Most High, says, “You have an excellent example in Ibrahim and those

with him when they said to their people, ‘We wash our hands of you and all that
you worship apart from Allah, and we reject you. Between us and you there will be
enmity and hatred forever unless and until you have faith in Allah alone.” [/
Mumtahanab (58): 4]

1 al-Anfil (8): 39
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“...those who split up their religion and form into

sects, each faction exulting in what they have.”"?

The same applies to their wozldly life, and they think that this
is the cotrect state of affairs. (His call), on the other hand, was to
unity in the religion,
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“He has laid down the same religion for you as He
enjoined on Nuh: that which We have revealed to
you and which We enjoined on Ibrahim, Misa and
‘Isa: ‘Establish your religion and do not make divi-

sions in it.”’?

- 225, o Tz
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“As for those who divide up their religion and form
into sects, you have nothing whatsoever to do with

them.”™

2 4. Riim (30): 32
3 af-Shira (42): 13

¥ ab-An‘am (6): 159
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He prohibited us from imitating them,

33
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“Do not be like those who split up and differed after

the Clear Signs came to them.”"

He prohibited us from splitting in worldly affairs as weﬂ,

€
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“Hold fast to the rope of Allah and do not separate.

216

3. Opposing the leader and not submitting to his rule was
regarded to be a noble quality. Hearing and obeying was
seen to be demeaning and degrading. The Messenger of
Allah () opposed them and ordered that any oppres-
sion from leaders should be born with patience,'” he or-

5_A4 Tmran (3): 105
18 4l; Tmrin (3): 103

7 Muslim #1846 records that Salamah ibn Yazid asked the Messenger of Allah
(#2), ‘Prophet of Allah, what should we do if leaders are appointed over us who
demand theirrights from us but do not give us our rights?’ He turned away from
him, so he asked him again. Again he turned away and he repeated the question
two ot three times, then he replied, “Hear and obey. They will bear the responsi-
bility of what they do and you will bear the responsibility of what you do.”

Muslim #1849 records on the authotity of ibn ‘Abbas (radipAllabn ‘anbuma)
that the Messenger of Allah (#%) said, “Whoever sees something from his leader
that he dislikes should be patient for whoever splits from the Jama‘ah by evena
hand-span and dies will have died the death of Jahiliyyah.”
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dered that they should be heard and obeyed'® and that a
person should be sincere to them."” He emphasised this
stringently and did all he could to stress it.

These three issues have been mentioned together in an authen-
tic hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs, “Allah is pleased with
three qualities for you: That you worship Him without associat-
ing anything with Him, that you hold fast to the rope of Allah
and do not separate, and that you be sincere to those Allah has
appointed as leaders over your affairs.”

Any shortcomings in the religion of people or their worldly life
only occurred because of a shortcoming in some or all of these
three.

4. Their religion is founded upon certain principles, the great-
est of which is bigoted following.* This is the cote prin-

18 Allah, Most High, says, “You who have faith! Obey Allah and obey the Mes-
senger and those in command among you.” [#/-INisa’ (4): 59]

Bukhari #7144 and Muslim #1839 record on the authority of ibn ‘Umar that
the Prophet (&) said, “The Muslim must hear and obey in that which he likes

and that which he detests, unless he be ordered to disobedience in which case
there is no hearing and obeying,”

" Muslim #55 records on the authority of Tamim al-Dari that the Prophet (4)
said, “The religion is sincerity and sincere advice.” They asked, Messenger of
Allah, to whom?” He replied, “To Allah, His Book, His Messenget, the leaders of
the Muslims, and the generality of Muslims.”

* Muslim #1715 on the authority of Ab@ Hurayrah.

2 ar: taglid

38



Characteristics of the Time of Ignorance

ciple adhered to by all of the disbelievers, the first and
the last. Allah, Most High, says,
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“Similarly, We never sent any warner before you to
any city without the affluent among them saying, “We
found our fathers following a religion and we are sim-
ply following in their footsteps.”?

“When they are told, ‘Follow what Allah has sent
down,” they say, No, we will follow what we found
our fathers doing.””*
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“Say, ‘I exhort you to do one thing alone: to stand
before Allah in pairs and on your own and then re-
flect. Your companion is not one possessed.””?*

2 al-Zukbhraf (43): 23
? Lugman (31): 21

* Saba’ (34): 46

39



THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

-
PRI

s 3Euc S R P N NI
D ETARI RSP PRATS £ N3 1)

“Follow what has been sent down to you from your
Lotd and do not follow any protectots apatt from
Him. How little you remembet!”%

5. One of their greatest tenants is to be deceived by the ma-
jority. They rely on it as proof to show that something is
correct, and that something is regarded strange or attracts
a small following is adduced as evidence of its falsity. (His
call) came with the opposite message and this is clarified
in numerous vetses of the Qut’an.?

6. Relying on those who came before (as evidence for reject-
ing the truth), examples are:

@ Nl A0GE 6

“He said, ‘What about the previous generations?”’%

B al-Araf (7): 3

% Allah, Most High, says, “If you obeyed most of those on earth, they would

misguide you from Allah’s Way. They follow nothing but conjecture and they are

only guessing” [a/-An‘am (6): 116], “Say, ‘Knowledge of it rests with Allah alone

but most people do not know that.”” [a/A47af (7): 187], “We did not find many
of them worthy of their contract, We found most of them deviators.” [a/-A4 raf
(7): 102], “But very few of My servants are thankful.” [Szba’ (34): 13]

7 Ta Ha (20): 51
The full set of verses read, “Pharaoh said, “‘Who then is your Lord, Masa?” He
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“We have never heard of anything like this among
2928

our ancestors, the earlier peoples.

7. (For the correctness of something) they would adduce

the strength of intellect, the deeds, the dominion, the

wealth and the standing of a nation as proof. Allah repu-
diated this with His words,
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“We established them far more firmly than We have

established you...”?
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said, ‘Our Lord is He who gives each thing its created form and then guides it.”
He said, “What about the previous generations?’ He said, ‘Knowledge of them is
with my Lotd in 2 Book. My Lotd does not misplace nor does He forget.™

B al-Mu'minan (23): 24

The full set of verses read, “We sent Nih to his people and he said, ‘My people,
worship Allzh. You have no god other than Him, so will you not have zagwai>’
The ruling circle of those of his people who were disbelievers said, “This is
nothing but a human being like yourselves who simply wants to gain ascendancy
over you. If Allah had wanted He would have sent angels down. We never heard
of anythirig like this among our ancestors, the eatlier peoples. He is nothing but
a man possessed so wait a while and see what happens to him.””

4l Apqgaf (46): 26
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“...even though before that they wete praying for vic-
tory over the disbelievers, yet when what they recog-
nise does come to them, they reject it.”*

St T v/‘//s)/) ar
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“They recognise it as they recognise their own sons.”!

8. That the weak and downtrodden followed something was
adduced as proof of its falsity,

O TSN W9 A [
“Why should we believe you when the vilest of peo-
ple follow you?”*

® a/-Bagarah (2): 89

' al-Bagarah (2): 146, another reading is, “They recognise him as they recognise
their own sons.”

Other examples are, “Have they not travelled in the land and seen the final fate
of those before them? They were far greater than them in strength. Allah cannot
be withstood in any way either in the heavens ot on earth.” [Fa#ir (35): 44], “How
many generations before them We destroyed who had greater force than them
and scoured many lands!” [Q4f(50): 36], “Have they not seen how many genera-
tions We destroyed before them which We had established on the earth far more
firmly than We have established you?” [a/-An%m (6): 6], “When they forgot what
they had been reminded of, We opened up for them the doors to everything,
until, when they were exulting in what they had been given, We suddenly seized
them and at once they wete in despair. So the last remnant of the people who did
wrong were cut off and praise belongs to Allah, the Lotd of all the wotlds!” [a/
An'am (6): 44-45]

2 4)-Shu'‘ard’ (26): 111
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“Are these the people among us to whom Allah has
shown His favour?”

Allah repudiated them with His saying,
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“Does not Allah know best those who are thankful?””*

ey,

9. They followed degenerate, corrupt scholars and worship-

pers. He came with His saying,
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“You who have faith! Many of the rabbis and monks
devour people’s property under false pretences and
bat people access to the Way of Allah.””*
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3 al-An'‘am (6): 53
* al-An‘am (6): 53

» al-Tawbah (9): 34
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“People of the Book! Do not go to extremes in your
religion asserting other than the truth, and do not
follow the whims and desires of people who were

misguided previously and have misguided others, and

are far from the right way.”*
10. If the followers of a religion were obtuse and lacking in-

tellectual acuity, this was adduced as proof of the falsity
of that religion; they said,

“We do not see anyone following you but the lowest
of us, unthinkingly.”’

11. Adducing proofs with invalid analogy,*® for example their
saying,
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“You are nothing but human beings like ourselves.””

% af-Ma'idah (5): 77
57 Hid (11): 27

38 ar: al-qgiyas al-fasid.
The fitst to use this was Iblis, “T am better than him, You created me from fire
and You created him from clay.” [#/~A4%4f(7): 12]

¥ [brabim (14): 10. The response is mentioned in the next verse, “Their Messen-
gers (#) said, “‘We are nothing but human beings like yourselves but Allah shows

)

favour to any of His servants He wills.
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12. They rejected valid analogy.*® The core teason for this
point and the previous point was that they were unable to
ascertain the substantial similarity and disparity (between
the original case and the new case) correctly. “

13. They went to extremes concerning the scholars and the
righteous. Allah says,

“People of the Book! Do not go to excess in your
teligion and say nothing but the truth about Allah.”*

14. Everything that has preceded is built upon a fundamental

© ar: al-giyas al-sabih

" a)-Nisa’ (4): 171

Allah, Most High, also says, “Say, People of the Book! Do not go to extremes
in your religion asserting other than the truth, and do not follow the whims and
desires of people who were misguided previously and have misguided many
others and are far from the right way.”” [a/-Ma"idab (5): 77)

Muslim #2670 records on the authority of ibn Mas‘ad that the Messenger of
Allzh (#) said three times, “The extremists are destroyed.”

Ahmad #1851-3248, Nasa’1 #3059, ibn Majah #3029 record on the authotity
of ibn ‘Abbas that the Messenger of Allah (4), “Beware of extremism in the
religion for it was extremism in the religion that destroyed the nations before
you.”

Hakim #1711 said it was sahih, meeting the criteria of Bukhati and Muslim,
and Dhahabl agreed. Nawawi, Magimi', vol. 8. pg. 137 said that the isnad was
sahih meeting the criteria of Muslim as did ibn Taymiyyah, Igitidi’ al-Sirat al-
Mustagim, pg. 106, Albani, a/-Sapibabh #1283 and Arna‘tt. It was ruled sahih by ibn
Hibban #3871 and ibn Khuzaymah #2867-2868

cf. Chapters 19-22 of the authot’s Kitab al-1awhid
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precept that is composed of negation and affirmation:
they followed their lusts and conjecture and they turned
away from what the Messengers brought.*?

15. To justify their dismissal of what Allah enjoined them to,
they gave the excuse of not understanding, They said,

;0} /} A4

ey s

“Our hearts are uncircumcised.”®

....\:‘;)\5}” >k /’!;S\;
“...Shu‘ayb, we do not understand much of what you

say.”*

_ Allah belied their claim and explained that the true reason was
that their hearts were sealed, and that the seal was put in place
because of their disbelief.*

“ moreover, they affirmed and negated the opposite of what Allah did. Allah
affirmed 7awhid and negated shirk, they affirmed shirk and negated Tawhid.

* al-Bagarah (2): 88
“ [id (11): 91

# Allah, Most High, says, “Rather Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, what
little faith they have!” [a/-Bagarah (2): 88], “Because of wrongdoing on the part
of the Jews, We prohibited some good things for them which had previously
been lawful for them; and because of their obstructing many people from the
Way of Allah, and because of their consuming usury when they were forbidden
from doing so, and because of their consuming people’s wealth by wrongful
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16. Instead of going to what Allah enjoined them to, they
turned to books of magic. Allah mentions this with His
words,

“..a group of those who have been given the Book
disdainfully toss the Book of Allah behind their backs
just as if they did not know. They follow what the
devils recited in the reign of Sulayman...”*

17.  They attributed their falsehood to the Prophets,

RS A Y o 8 T IR
“Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the devils did...”

R ”’ soE e
“Ibrahim was neither ajew nor a Chrlstlan but a man
of pure natural belief...”*

means, We have prepared a painful punishment for the disbelievers among them.”
[al-Nisa® (4): 160-161], “So when they deviated, Allih made their heatts deviate.”
lab-Saff (61): 5

* al-Bagarah (2): 101-102

“ al-Bagarab (2): 102

8 Al ‘Tmran (3): 67
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18. Their ascriptions were inherently contradictory. They
would ascribe themselves to Ibrahim yet openly and pub-
licly not follow him.

19. They would disparage some of the righteous by reason
of what some of their followers did. The Jews (used this
device) to disparage Tsa and the Jews and Christians (used
this device) to disparage Muhammad.

20. They would believe that supernatural feats performed at
the hands of magicians and their likes were miracles of
the righteous, they would then ascribe this to the Proph-
ets as they did in the case of Sulayman (‘@aybis-salan).

21. Their worship would consist of whistling and clapping.”
22. They took their religion as play and a diversion.™
23. The life of this world deceived them. They thought that

Allah granting them some portion of it was a proof that
He was pleased with them;* they said,

4 Allah, Most High, says, “Their prayer at the House is nothing but whistling
and clapping” [al-Anfal (8): 35]

50" Allah, Most High, says, “Abandon those who turned their teligion into a
game and a diversion and who have been deluded by the life of the world.” [a/
An‘am (6): 70]

5! Ahmad #3672 records from ibn Mas‘ad that the Prophet () said, “Allah
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“We have more wealth and children, we are not go-
ing to be punished.”

24. Because of arrogance and disdain, they refused to accept
the truth if the weak and downtrodden preceded them in
doing so. Allah, Most High, revealed,
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“Do not chase away those who call on their Lord
morning and evening, seeking His face. Their reck-
oning is in no way your responsibility and your reck-
oning is in no way their responsibility. Indeed if you

did chase them away, you would be among the
2753

\pk’

wrongdoers.

25. The fact that the weak and downtrodden preceded them
was adduced as proof of its falsity. They said, ‘

gives this world to those He loves and those He not love, but He only confers

the religion on those He loves.” Albani, al-Sahihah #2714 said it was sahih.
Bukhati, Adab al-Mufrad #275 also tecords it as a statement of ibn Mas‘ad and

Albani said it was sahih.

2 Saba’ (34): 35

5 al-An'im (6): 52
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NEACEOE 56

-

“If there was any good in it, they would not have

beaten us to it.”>*

26. They knowingly distorted the Book of Allah after having
understood.>

27. They authored false wotks and ascribed them to Allah.
Allah says,
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“Woe to those who write the Book with their own
hands and then say, “This is from Allah.”**¢

28. The only truth they accept is that which is found with
their group as He said,

,oe— )L;\_))J&: L:JDJJJLQ} ,,)n.!

“They say, ‘We have faith in what was sent down to

% alAbgaf (46): 11
% Allah, Most High, says, “Among them is a group who distort the Book with

their tongues so that you think it is from the Book when itis not from the Book.
They say, ‘Itis from Allah,” but it is not from Allah. They tell a lie against Allah

and they know it.” [A4 Tmran (3): 78]

56 al-Bagarah (2): 79
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2357

us,” and they treject anything beyond that.

29. Despite this, they do not act in accord with what their

group says.”® Allah, Most High, apprises us of this with
His saying,

E A2C g R 2220 0 K
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Loase

“Say, ‘Why then, if you are believers, did you previ-
ously kill the Prophets of Allah?”*

30. It is one of the astonishing Signs of Allah that, in leaving

31.

Allah’s advice to unite and in perpetrating the proscrip-
tion of splitting, the result was that each faction exulted
in what it had.

Another astonishing Sign is that they bitterly opposed
the very religion that they ascribed to, and they loved, to
the point of infatuation, the religion of the disbelievers
who opposed them, their Prophet and theit party. This is
what they did with the Prophet (#): when he came to
them with the religion of Musa (‘@aybis-salar), they fol-
lowed the books of magic instead which are part and pat-
cel of the religion of Pharaoh.

57 al-Bagarab (2): 91

%8 Some texts have, “Despite this, they do not know what their group says.”

3 al-Bagarah (2): 91
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32. They would reject the truth if it was to be found with
people they did not want to have it. Allah, Most High,
says,

Eides
“The Jews say, “The Christians have nothing to stand

on,” and the Christians say, “The Jews have nothing to
stand on.””®

33. They rejected what they accepted to be part of their reli-
gion as in the case of performing Hajj to the House,*! so
Allah, Most High, said,

Lﬁi&ud\)—vwﬁo" ¥R
“Who would deliberately renounce the religion of
Ibrahim except one who shows himself to be a
fool?”6

34. Evety sect claimed to be saved,” so Allzh belied them

9 4)-Bagarah (2): 113

61 alluding to the practise of the Quraysh who, in the belief that they wete the
custodians of the Sacred Masjid, would not stand at *Arafah, and thought that
this act set them above all other people. They accepted, however, that standing at
“Arafah was a part of Hajj and part of Ibrahim’s religion, just that it did not
apply to them. cf. Ibn Hisham, S#rah, vol. 2, pg. 548

82 a/-Bagarab (2): 130

¢ Allah, Most High, says, “They say, ‘No one will enter the Garden except for
Jews and Christians.” [#/-Bagarah (2): 111]

52



Characteristics of the Time of Ignorance

with His words,
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“Say, ‘Produce your evidence if you are telling the
truth.””%

proceeding to explain the truth with His words,
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“Not so! All who submit themselves completely to
Allzh and are good-doers will find their reward with
their Lord.”®

35. They would perform acts of worship in a state where their

privates were exposed, as He says,
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“Whenever they commit an indecent act, they say, ‘We
found our fathers doing it and Allzh commanded us
to do it too.”%

 al-Bagarah (2): 111
 al-Bagarah (2): 112

5 ab-Araf (7): 28
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36. They would worship (Allah) through declaring the un-
lawful lawful® just as they would worship by committing
shirk.%®

37. They would enact worship by taking their rabbis and monks
as lords besides Allah.%

38. They would desecrate (Allah’s) Attributes.”” Allzh, Most
High, says,
/}/’15-”(,’ o 7 5,{/’ e "
BRI E ST ke S
“You thought that Allah would never know much of
what you did.””!

39. They would desecrate (Allah’s) Names. Allah says,

7 One texts has, “the lawful unlawful”

68 Allah, Most High, says, “You who have faith! Do not make unlawful the good
things Allah has made lawful for you, and do not overstep the limits.” [a/-Ma’idah
(5): 87], “Do not say about what your lying tongues desctibe: “This is lawful and
this is unlawful,” inventing lies against Allah.” [2/-Nah/ (16): 116]

% Allah, Most High, says, “They have taken their rabbis and monks as lords
besides Allah, and also the Messiah, son of Maryam. Yet they were commanded
to wortship only one God. There is none worthy of worship save Him! Glory be
to Him above anything they associate with Him!” [a/Tawbah (9): 31]

cf. Chapters 6, 38 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid

" Allah, Most High, says, “To Allah belong the most beautiful and perfect
Names, so invoke Him by them. Abandon those who desecrate His Names, they
will be recompensed fot what they did.” [a/~A4 r4f (7): 180]

cf. Chapter 51 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid '
™ Fussilat (41): 22
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“Yet they still reject the All-Merciful.””

40. Atheism, denying Allah’s existence,” as in the words of
the people of Pharaoh.™

41. They would attribute deficiency to Allah, Glorious is He,
such as His having a son, being in need”® and getting tired.
At the same time, they would absolve their monks of some
of these (qualities).

42. They would commit shirk in (Allah’s) dominion as was
the view of the Majs.”

™ 4l-Ra‘d (13): 30
cf. Chapter 40 of the authot’s Kitib al-1awhid

7 ar: ta'%il

™ who said, ““Council, I do not know of any other god for you apart from me.
Haman, kindle a fire for me over the clay and build me a lofty tower so that
pethaps I may be able to climb up to Musa’s god! I consider him to be a blatant
lar!” [al-Qasas (28): 38), cf. Ghafir (40): 36-37.

Howevert, this was said in arrogance, for Miisa said to him, “You know that no
one sent these down but the Lord of the heavens and earth to be clear proofs.”
[a-Isra> (17): 102] and Allzh says, “...and they repudiated them wrongly and
haughtily, in spite of their own certainty about them.” [a/-Naml (27): 14]

7> Some texts have, “a wife”

76 The Majis believed there were two creators: light and dark. Light created good
and dark created evil, as such they committed shirk in Allah’s Lordship.
This is one possible reading of the text, another reading is, “They would
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43. They would reject the divine decree.”

44, They would rely on (the divine decree) to excuse them-
selves before Allah.”

45. They would justify opposing the Law of Allah by proffet-
ing the decree (as an excuse).”

(enforce) joint-ownership in property as was the view of the Majus.”

The belief of the Majis was that no cne person had the right to own propetty;
rather it must be shared by all. Therefore, private ownership does not occut.
Linked to this, they also believed that more than one man could share 2 woman
in marriage, i.e. polyandry, and in some cases they believed in group martiage.

Islam teaches that there is only one Creator, it allows private ownership and
prohibits polyandry and group matriages.

7 Ibn ‘Umar said, ‘By the One in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, if one
of you had the likes of Uhud in gold and then spentitin the Way of Allah, Allah
would not accept it from him until he believed in the decree.” For proof, he
adduced the words of the Prophet (#), “Faith is to believe in Allah, the Angels,
the Books, the Messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in the decree - the good
thereof and the bad.” This was recorded by Muslim #8.

cf. Chapter 60 of the authot’s Kitab al-1awhid

78 Whereas the previous point deals with a group who denied the decree, this
point deals with a group who affirmed the dectee, but incorrectly. They argued
that since it was Allah who had misguided them or sealed their hearts, in other
words, since they had been coerced to disbelieve, how could they then be re-
buked for not following the truth? The first to use this atgument was Iblis who
said, “My Lord, because You misled me, I will make things on the earth seem
_good to them and I will mislead them all, every one of them...” [a/-Hzjr (15): 39]
The pagans said, “Our hearts are covered up against what you call us to and there
is a heaviness in our ears. There is a screen between us and you.” [Faugsilat (41): 5]

™ This is a second group of people who incorrectly affirmed the decree. Being
unable to differentiate between Allah’s universal will and what He loves, they
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46. They would abuse time, for example their saying,

:dY ; Rpna)s
“We die and we live and nothing destroys us except
for time.”®

47. They would attribute the blessings of Allah to others,

-
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“They recognise the blessings of Allah and then re-

ject them! Most of them are ingrates.”

thought that everything they did must be something that Allah loves. ‘If He did
notlove it,” they argued, ‘it would not have happened. If He detests something
that we do,” they went on to say, ‘why does He allow us to do it?’ This was the
argument of the pagans which Allah, Most High, relates, “Those who associate
others with Allah will say, ‘If Allah had willed we would not have associated
anything with Him, nor would our fathers; nor would we have made anything
unlawful.”” [a/-Anam (6): 148], “They say, ‘If the All-Merciful had so willed, we
would not have wortshipped them.” [al-Zukbruf (43): 20]. cf. al-Nahl (16): 35.
The disbelievers further used it as an excuse not to give charity, “And when they
are told, ‘Spend from the provision Allah has given you,” those who disbelieve
say to those who believe, “‘Why should we feed someone whom, if He wished,
Allah would feed Himself? You ate clearly in error.”” [ Y4 Sin (36): 47)

8 al-Jathiyah (45): 24

Bukhiri #4826-7491 records on the authority of Abt Hurayrah that the Mes-
senger of Allah (#8) said, “Allah, Most High, says, “The son of Adam dero-
gates Me: he abuses time whereas I am time: in My hand lies the affair and I
alternate the night and the day.”” Bukhari #6181 has the wotds, “The children of
Adam abuse time whereas I am time: I alternate the night and the day.” cf. Muslim
#2246

cf. Chapter 45 of the author’s Kitab al-Tawhid

8 4/-Nah! (16): 83 =
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48. They would disbelieve in the Signs of Allah.%*
49. They would deny some of them.

50. Their words,

&g e W qAEIEY
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“Allah would not send down anything to a mete hu-

man being.”®

The verses before read, “Allah brought you out of your mothers’ wombs
knowing nothing at all, and gave you hearing, sight and hearts so that perhaps
you would show thanks. Do they not see the birds suspended in mid-air up in
the sky? Nothing holds them there except Allzh. There are certainly Signs in that
for people who have faith. Allah has made your houses places of test for you and
made houses for you out of cattle hides which ate light for you to catry both
when you ate travelling and when you ate staying in one place. And from their
wool and fur and hair you obtain clothing and carpets and household utensils for
a time. Allah has made shaded places fot you in what He has created and He has
made shelters for you in the mountains and He has made shitts for you to protect
you from the heat and shirts to protect you from each other’s violenice. In that
way He perfects His blessings on you so that hopefully you will become Muslims.”
Eatlier in the same chapter, Allah, Most High, says, “Any blessing you have is
from Allah. Then when harm touches you itis to Him you cty for help. But when
He removes the harm from you, a group of you associate others with their Lord,
ungrateful for what We have given them. Enjoy youtselves. You will soon know!”
[al-Nahl (16): 53-55] '

cf. Chapter 41 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid

8 Allah, Most High, says, “As fot those who disbelieve in Out Signs and are
arrogant regarding them, the Gates of Heaven will not be opened for them.” [a/+
A'raf (7): 40], “Those who disbelieve in Allah’s Signs and the meeting with Him,
such people can despair of My mercy, such people will have a painful punishment.”
[al-Ankabit (29): 23]

8 al-An‘am (6): 91
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51. Their words concerning the Qur’an,
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“This is nothing but the words of a human being.”
52. Casting aspersions on the wisdom of Allah, Most High.

53. Employing tricks, openly and secretly, to rebut what the
Messengers brought. Allah, Most High, says,
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“They plotted and Allah plotted.”®
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“A group of the People of the Book say, ‘At the
beginning of the day, you should claim to have faith

in what was sent down to those who have faith, and
then at the end of the day, you should reject it.””%
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54. Accepting the truth with the goal of driving it back as in
the verse (already quoted).

55. Bigotry to their group as in His saying (in the aforemen-

8 al-Muddaththir (74): 25
8 _Ali Tmran (3): 54

8 _Ali ‘Imran (3): 72
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tioned verses),
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“Do not trust anyone except for those who follow

your religion.”¥’

56. Labelling the following of Islam as sh7rk as He mentioned
in His words,
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“It is not right for any human being that Allah should
gtve him the Book and Judgment and Prophethood,
and then that he should say to people, ‘Be worship-
pers of me rather than Allah.’” Rather he will say, ‘Be
people of the Lord because of your knowledge of
the Book and because you study.’” He would never
command you to take the Angels and Prophets as
lords. Would He command you to disbelieve after
being Muslim?”’®®

& Ak ‘Tmran (3): 13

8 4k ‘Tmran (3): 79-80

The verse was revealed when a delegation of Christians from Najran came to
the Messenger of Allah (#%) and he called them to accept Islam, explaining that
all the Prophets had taken a pact to follow him should he appear during their
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57. Distorting the true meanings of words.*
58. Twisting the Book with their tongues.”

59. Labelling those who follow (true) guidance with the terms,
Subah and Hashwiyyah.”!

60. Concocting lies against Allah.

61. Denial (of the truth).”

times. The Chtistians then said, ‘Do you want us to worship you?” thereby
thinking that following the truth entailed committing shirk and worshipping
Muhammad (48). cf. Suyiiti, Lubab al-Nugil fi Asbib al-Nuzil, pg. 55 and al-Durr al-
Manthar whete he references it to ibn Ishaq, ibn Jarir, ibn Abi Hatim, ibn al-
Mundhir, Bayhaqf, al-Da/a’il.

¥ or: distorting words from their correct places.

% Allah, Most High, says, “Some of the Jews distort the true meaning of words,
saying, ‘We hear and disobey,” and, ‘Listen without listening,” and, ‘RaZ%nal™*
twisting them with their tongues, disparaging the religion.” [#/-INisd (4): 40]

* Meaning, ‘Look at us,” but the word can be ambiguously construed in a
derogatory way.

' Subah, Sabi‘ah, the name of a group of people who would worship stars, said to
be the followers of Nimrod who Ibrahim (‘@/aybis-salam) debated. The Arabs
used it as a term to refer to people who had apostated ot abandoned the truth.
Hashwiyyah: from pashw which means something that contains no benefit. In
creedal matters, the term Hashwiyyahwas 2 derogatory word employed to describe
Ablw’I-Sunnalywho affirmed the Names and Attributes of Allah.

% Allah, Most High, says, “Who can do greater wrong than someone who
invents lies against Allah or denies His Signs?” [a~-An'am (6): 21].
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62. When they are soundly rebutted by clear proof, they re-
sort to complaining to the leaders, a case in point being,
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“Are you going to leave Masa and his people to cause
corruption in the earth and abandon you and your

gods?”®?

63. Accusing them of spreading corruption in the earth as in
the verse just quoted. '

64. Accusing them of demeaning the religion of the king as
He, Most High, says,
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“...and abandon you and your gods?”**
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“I fear that he may change your religion and bring
about corruption in the land.”*

65. Accusing them of demeaning the gods of the king as in

% . A'rf (7): 127
o al-Araf (7): 127

% Ghafir (40): 26
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the verse quoted above.

66. Accusing them of changing the religion as Allah, Most
High, says,
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“I fear that he may change your religion and bring
about corruption in the land.””*

\ el

67. Accusing them of demeaning the king,
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“..and abandon you and your gods?”"’

68. They claimed® that they enacted the truth that was with
them, even though they had actually abandoned it,
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“They say, ‘We have faith in what was sent down to

us,” and they reject anything beyond that.”®

69. Adding to their acts of worship, a case in example being

% Ghafir (40): 26
7 al-A'raf (7): 127
% One text has, “Their vain supposition”

* al-Bagarah (2): 91
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what they did on the Day of ‘Ashiira’.®

70. They would omit certain acts of worship, a case in exam-
ple being their leaving off the Standing at ‘Arafah.

71. Out of (a misguided sense of) scrupulousness, they left
obligations.'?!

72. They enacted worship by abstaining from good and whole-
some kinds of provision.

73. They enacted worship by str1pp1ng off the fine clothmg
(provided by) Allah.'*

74. Out of ignorance, they called people to misguidance.
75. With knowledge, they called people to disbelief.

76. Hatching mighty plots as was done by the people of
Nuh.'”

10 i e. they went beyond fasting on that day to make it a day of ‘Id, a day of
celebration and festivity.

101 Tt was because of this that they petformed fzwaf naked, reasoning that they
would not do so while weating clothes that they had disobeyed Allah in.

102 Allah, Most High, says, “Say, “‘Who has forbidden the fine clothing Allah has
produced for His servants and the good kinds of provision?”” [a/A raf (7): 32]

105 Allah, Most High, says, “Nuh said, ‘My Lotd, they have disobeyed me and

followed those whose wealth and children have only increased them in loss.
They have hatched a mighty plot saying, “Do not abandon your gods. Do not
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77. Their leaders are either dissolute scholars or ignorant wor-
shippers as Allah says,
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“Do you really hope they will follow you in faith when
a group of them heard Allah’s Word and then, after
grasping it, knowingly distorted it? When they meet
those who have faith, they say, “‘We have faith.” But
when they go apart with one anothet, they say, ‘Why
do you speak to them about what Allzh has disclosed
to you, so they can use it as an argument against you
before your Lord? Will you not use your intellect?’
Do they not know that Allah knows what they keep
secret and what they make public? Some of them ate
illiterate, knowing nothing of the Book but wishful
thinking. They only speculate.”%

abandon Wadd or Suwa‘ or Yaghtith or Ya‘Gq ot Nast.” They have misguided
many people so do notincrease the wrongdoers in anything but misguidance.”
[N (71): 21-24] '

1% 4)-Bagarah (2): 75-78
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78. They claimed that they alone were the 4w/ya’ of Allah to
the exclusion of all others.

79. They claimed to love Allah despite abandomng His Law,
so Allah tested them with His words,

ver A S
AN ,M{,s‘p
KK AR o
“Say, ‘If you love Allah, then follow me and Allah

will love you and forgive you your wrong actions.””'®®

80. They (had the trait) of false, wishful thinking and holding
vain hopes, for example they said,
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“The Fire will only touch us for a number of days.””%
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“No one will enter the Garden except for Jews and
Christians.”'?

195 45 Tmran (3): 31
16 4/-Bagarab (2): 80

"7 a/-Bagarah (2): 111
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81. They took the graves of their Prophets and righteous as

masjids.'®

82. They took the traces and remnants of their Prophets as
masjids as is reported from Umar.'”

83. They would place lamps around graves."”

18 Bukhari #427-434-1341-3873 and Muslim #528 recotd on the authority of
‘A’ishah that Umm Salamah mentioned a church she had seen in Abyssinia and
the images it contained. He (#) said, “When a righteous man - or a righteous
servant - of theirs dies, they build a masjid over his grave and they engrave those
images. They are the worst of creation with Allah.”

Bukhari #435-1330-1390-3453-3454-4441-4443-5815-5816 and Muslim
#531 record that ‘A’ishah said, ‘During the Messenger of Allah’s (4%) final
illness, when it got severe he would pull a bordered garment of his over his face,
and when it became hard to breathe, he would remove it. While in that state he
said, “Allah cursed the Jews and Christians, they took the graves of their Proph-
ets as masjids,” he would warn against what they did. Were it not for that, his
grave would have been left in the open but it was feared that it would be taken as
amasjid.’

cf. Chapters 19, 20, 21 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid

1 Tbn Abi Shaybah, vol. 2, pp. 376-377 and ‘Abdu’l-Razzaq #2734 record that,
after having performed Hajj, ‘Umar saw a people gathering at a particular place
and asked what they were doing. Some people replied, ‘It is a Masjid in which the
Messenger of Allah () prayed.” He said, "This is how the People of the Book
were destroyed. They took the traces and remnants of their Prophets as churches.
When you go past a Masjid and it is time to pray, pray, otherwise, continue on
your way.’
Ibn Taymiyyah, a/-Tawassul, pg. 102 said the isnad was sahih.

19 Tbn ‘Abbas (radiyAllabn ‘anbuma) said, “The Messenger of Allah (4) cursed
women visitors to the graves and those who build masjids on their sites and
place lamps around them.”
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84. They would take graves as places of festivals."!
85. They would slaughter by the side of graves.

86. They would attempt to procure blessings through the rem-
nants and traces of those they venerated, an example of

which is Dar al-Nadwah.!'? Whoever owned it would boast
and brag about it as can be discerned from their words to

This was recorded by Ahmad #2030-2603-2984-3118, Aba Dawad #3236,
Nasz’1 #2045, Tirmidhi #320, ibn Majah #1575.

Tirmidhi said it was hasan as did ibn Kathir, 7akbrij al-Tanbib, vol. 1, pg. 62 and
it was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #3179-3180 and Suyuti, a//ami #7276. Albani,
al-Da'ifah #225 ruled is sahih without the wording, “and place lamps around
them” as did Arna‘Gt.

"' Abt Hurayrah (radiypAllabn ‘anbd) teported that the Messenger of Allah (4%)
said, “Do not make your houses into graves and do not take my grave as a place
of festival. Send your saah upon me for itis conveyed to me no matter where you
may be.”

It was recorded by Ahmad #8804, Aba Dawud #2042, Tabarani, al-Awsat
#8026

Ibn Taymiyyah, Ig#ida’, pg. 321 said, ‘The isnad is hasan, its narrators are all
thigah and well-known. However, ‘Abdullah ibn Nafi al-$a’igh, the legal jurist
and colleague of Milik, has some weakness that does not impair his (narration
of) hadith.” It was ruled sahih by Nawawi, a/-Adhkar, pg. 93 and Albani, Sabib al-
Jami #7226. Ibn Hajr ruled it hasan as mentioned by ibn ‘Allan, a/-Futihat al-
Rabbaniyyah, vol. 3, pg. 133 as did Sakhawi, a/~-Qawl al-Badi', pg. 155. Ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Hadi, al-Sirim al-Munki, pg. 206 said the isnad was hasan as did Arna‘at.

cf. Chapter 22 of the authot’s Kitab al-1awhid

"2 'This was a place at Mecca whete the senior figures of the Quraysh would meet
and discuss important affairs. It was otiginally built by Qusayy ibn Kilab, a re-
vered founding father of the Quraysh and it was for this reason that marriages
wete contracted there, decisions were made there, and the standard of war was
raised there all in the hope of procuring blessings.
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Hakim ibn Hizam, ‘You have sold out the honour of the
Quraysh.” He teplied, ‘All honour has disappeared save
that of fagwa.’'"

87. They would boast about one’s ancestry.

88. They would belittle (another’s) lineage.

89. They would seek rain through stars.

90. They would wail (over the deceased).'™*

91. (In their view), the most select of their good qualities was

acting tyrannically. Concerning this, Allah mentioned what
He did."”

13 The meeting house temained in Hakim’s possession until the reign of
Mu'‘awiyah who bought it from him. The Quraysh rebuked him and this was his

reply.

114 Abii Malik al-Ash‘ati (radiyAllabn ‘anba) reports that the Messenger of Allah
(#8) said, “In my nation there are four traits of Jahliyyah which they will not
abandon: boasting about ancestors, belittling (someone’s) lineage, seeking rain
through stars, and wailing (over the deceased).” He said, “If the woman given to
wailing does not repent before she dies, she will stand on the Day of Rising
wearing a garment of liquid pitch and a chemise of mange.” This was recorded
by Muslim #934
cf. Chapter 30 of the author’s Kitab al-Tawhid

115 Allah, Most High, says, “Say: ‘My Lord has forbidden indecency, both open
and hidden, and wrong action, and unrightful tyranny, and associating anything
with Allah for which He sent down no authority, and saying things about Allah
you do not know.”” [a-A%af (7): 33]. cf. al-Nahl (16): 90
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92. (In their view), the most select of their good qualities was
to boast and act pompously, even with due right, and this
was prosctibed.''¢

93. A person must be bigoted to his party, be they on truth
or falsehood.'” Concerning this, Allah mentioned what
He did.!®

94. In their religion, a person would be taken to task for the
crime of another, so Allah revealed,
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“No burden-bearer can bear another’s burden.”'?

95. Reviling a person because of a quality found in someone
else.” He said, “You trevile him because of his mother?

¢ Some texts read, “(In their view), the most select of their good qualities was
to boast and act pompously. This was proscribed, even if the person had cause
to do so0.”

17 One text adds, ‘He must support his man, regardless if he is the opptessot ot

the oppressed.’

118 Allah, Most High, says, “Do not let hatred for a people incite you into not
being just. Be just, that s closer to zagwa.” [al-Ma’idab (5): 8], “You who have faith!
Be upholders of justice, bearing witness for the sake of Allah alone, even against
yourselves or your parents and relatives. Whether they are rich ot poot, Allah is
more worthy of both. Do not follow your own desites and deviate from the
truth. If you twist or turn away, Allah is aware of what you do.” [a~Nisa (4): 135}

" ol Lsrd’ (17): 15

120 One text has, “Reviling a person for a quality found in his mother.”
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- You are a person in whom lingers a trait of Jahiliyyah.”*

96. They would take ptide in the fact that they were guardians
of the House so Allah censured them with His wotds,
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“...arrogant towards it, talking arrant nonsense all night
long”'?

97. They would take pride in the fact that they were descended
from Prophets, so Allah revealed His words,
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“That was a community which has long since passed
away. It has what it earned and you have what you
have earned. You will not be questioned about what

they did.”?

12 Bukhari #30-6050, Muslim #1661. This was said to Abii Dharr when he
reviled his servant by stating that he was ‘the son of a black woman.”

12 af-Mu'minsin (23): 67. According to many exegetes, the “it” in the verse refers
to the House. cf. Baghawi, Qurtubi

Allah, Most High, also said, “Do you make the giving of water to the pilgrims
and looking after the Sacred Masjid the same as having faith in Allah and the Last
Day and doing Jihad in the Way of Allah?” [a/-Zawbah (9): 19], “But why should
Allah not punish them now when they bar access to the Sacred Masjid? They are
not its guardians, only people who have zzgwai can be its guardians. But most of
them do not know that.” [a~Anfil (8): 34]

'3 4)-Bagarah (2): 134
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98. They would take pride in their industry: those who un-
dertook the two journeys (of summer and winter)'** would
consider themselves above the farmers.

99. The wortld held a great place in their hearts, for example
they said,
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“Why was this Qur’an not sent down to one of the

great men of the two cities?”!?

100. In judgment, they thought they had authority over Allah,
or could decide more judiciously, as in the verse just

quoted.

101. They would look down on the poor, so he came to them
with His saying,
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“Do not chase away those who call on their Lord

morning and evening, seeking His face.”'*

102. They accused the followers of the Prophets of insincer-
ity and hankering after the world, so he responded to

124 mentioned in S#rah Quraysh.

15 al-Zukbraf (43): 31.
'The two cities referred to were Mecca and T2'if.

126 af-An‘am (6): 52
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them with His wotds,
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“Their reckoning is in no way your responsibility and

your reckoning is in no way their responsibility.”**’

103. They would disbelieve in the Angels.
104. They would disbelieve in the Messengers.
105. They would disbelieve in the Books."

106. They would turn away from what came to them from
Allzh.

107. They would disbelieve in the Last Day.
108. They would deny the meeting with Allah.'®

109. They would deny some of what the Messengers informed
of concerning the Last Day as in His saying,
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“Those are the people who disbelieve in their Lord’s

127 4k An‘am (6): 52
128 One text has, “They would disbelieve in the Book.’

12 One text has, “They would disbelieve in the meeting with Allah.”
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Signs and the meeting with Him.
They would deny His sayings,
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“Master of the Day of Judgement.”**!
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“...before a Day arrives on which thete is no trading,
no close friendship and no intercession.”*

SIS S AT

“...only those who bore witness to the truth and have
full knowledge.”*

110. Killing those who enjoined justice.™*

135

111. Faith in magic and false gods.

130 4/ Kahf (18): 105

131 o). Fitihah (i): 4

2 a)-Bagarah (2): 254

B3 al-Zukbhraf (43): 86

134 Allah, Most High, says, “As fot those who disbelieve in Allah’s Signs‘ and kill
the Prophets without any right to do so, and kill those who command justice,

give them news of a painful punishment.” [ 4/ Tmrin (3): 21]

13 Allah, Most High, says, “They have faith in idols and false gods.” [a~Nisd’ (4):
51 ‘ =
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112. Thinking the religion of the polytheists was better than
the religion of the Muslims."*

113. Clothing truth with falsehood.
114. Hiding the truth despite knowing it.!’

115. The foundation of misguidance: speaking about Allah
without knowledge.'*®

116. In pursuing their denial of the truth, they blatantly con-
tradicted themselves. Allah, Most High, says,
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“But they denied the truth when it came to them.

They ate, therefore, in a very muddled state.”*

= cf. Chapters 24, 25 of the author’s Kitib al-Tawhid

136 Allah, Most High, says, “Do you not see those who were given a portion of
the Book having faith in idols and false gods and saying of the disbelievers,
“These people are better guided on their path than the believers’?” [a/-INisa’ (4):
51] .
cf. Chapter 23 of the author’s Kitab al-Tawpid

137 Allah, Most High, says, “Do not clothe truth with falsehood and knowingly

hide the truth.” [a/-Bagarah (2): 42}

138 Allzh, Most High, says, “Say: ‘My Lotd has forbidden indecency, both open
and hidden, and wrong action, and untightful tyranny, and associating anything
with Allah for which He sent down no authority, and saying things about Allah
you do not know.”” [a~-Araf (7): 33]

 Qdf (50): 5
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117. Having faith in some of the revelation to the exclusion
of some.'?

118. Differentiating between the Messengers.'*!

119. They would argue about things they had no knowledge
of.

120. They claimed to follow the Salaf even though they cleatly
opposed them.

121. They would bar those who believed in Allah access to
His Way.

122. They would love disbelief and the disbelievers.!?

123-128. Augury from the flight of birds, geomancy, seeing

140 Allah, Most High, says, “Do you, then, believe in one part of the Book and
reject the other?” [a/-Bagarah (2): 84]

41 Allah, Most High, says, “Say, “We have faith in Allah and what has been sent
down to us and what was sent down to Ibrahim, Ismaql, Ishiq, Ya‘qab and the
Tribes and what Miisa and Tsa were given, and what all the Prophets were given
by their Lord. We do not differentiate between any of them and we are Muslims
submitted to Him.”” [a/-Bagarah (2):136]. cf. al-Bagarah (2): 285

142 Allah, Most High, says, “You will not find people who have faith in Allah and
the Last Day having love for those who oppose Allah and His Messenget, though
they be their fathers, their sons, their brothers or their clan.” [a/+-Mujadilah (58):
22], “You who have faith! Do not take the Jews and Christians as your friends;
they are the friends of one another. Any of you who takes them as friends is one
of them.” [a/-Md'idah (5): 51]

Some texts have, “They would love to see those who believed, disbelieve.”

76



Characteristics of the Time of Ignorance

(bad) omens,'* soothsaying,'* going to a satanic source'*

5 Ahmad #15915-20603-20604, Abu Dawud #3907, Nasa’i, a/-Kubra, vol. 8,pg,
275 recotd that Qatan ibn Qabisah narrated on the authority of his father thathe

_heard the Prophet (48) saying, “Augury from the flight of birds, geomancy, and

seeing (bad) omens are all types of magic.”

The hadith was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6131 and Suyut, a/-/ami #5741,
and its isnad hasan by Nawawi, Riyad al-Salibin #1678 and ibn Taymiyyah, Majmi’,
vol. 35, pg 192. It was, howevet, ruled da‘if by Albani, Ghayasn'l-Marim #301 and
its isnad da'if by Arna’at.

With regards to the terms used in the hadith:

Iyafah refers to the practise of frightening birds and seeing good omens in,
their patterns of flight, their names and the sounds they make. Therefore the
crow, ghurabwould indicate strangeness, ghurbah and the hoopoe, hadbud would
indicate guidance, udi etc.

Targ refers to divination through drawing lines on the ground (geomancy) or
equally the practice of throwing gravel onto the ground and divination by the
shapes subsequently formed therein (pessomancy). !

Tiyarah s to see bad omens in something, originally it meant seeing omens in
the direction of flight of birds or the path of lizatds, to the tight or left.

cf. Aba Dawad #3907, ‘Adhin’ abadi, vol. 10, pg, 403, ibn al-Athir, Gharib al-
Hadith.

cf. Chapter 25 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid

' Ahmad #9536 records from Abid Hurayrah that the Prophet (4) said,
“Whoever goes to a fortune teller or a soothsayer and believes him in what he
says has disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad (4%).”

Hakim #15 said it was sahih meeting the criteria of Bukhari and Muslim as
stated by the author. Itaqi, alAmali said the hadith was sahih as quoted in
Munawi, Fayd, vol. 6, pg. 23 and he himself ruled it sahih in Zaysir, vol. 2, pg. 385.
Dhahabi, a/-Kaba’ir said it was sahih. Arna‘at said that it was hasan.

Ahmad #16638-23222 records that the Prophet (#%), “Whoever goes to a
soothsayer and believes him in what he says will not have his prayer accepted for
forty days.” Arna‘iit said the isnad was sahih meéting the critetia of Muslim.

Bazzar #3045 records on the authority of Jabir that the Prophet (§%) said,
“Whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes him in what he says has disbelieved
in what was revealed to Muhammad (#g).” Ibn Hajr, Fazh, vol. 10, pg. 227 said
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146

for judgment,'* and abhorring the marriage of two

that the isnad was jayyid.

Tabarani, a/-Kabir #1005, al-Awsat #1476 records on the authotity of ibn Mas‘ad
that the Prophet (§%) said, “Whoever goes to a fortune teller or 2 magician or a
soothsayer and believes him in what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed
to Muhammad ($).”

cf. Chapter 26 of the author’s Kitab al-Tawhid
5 ar: faghdt

The word is detived from fughyan which means to exceed the bounds and is a
sifab mushabbabah: a desctiptive word detived from akfi¥ al-lagim and depicts a
meaning intrinsically rooted in the thing desctibed as opposed to a fleeting or
temporaty desctiption.

‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb (radipAllabu ‘anbhs) said, ‘Taghat is Shaytan,” and Jabir
(radiyAlldhu ‘anbd) said, ‘ Taghat ate the soothsayers upon whom the devils would
descend,” these were recorded by Bukhari as taliq reports with the full isnads
being provided by ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded that Malik said,
‘Taghatis everything that is worshipped besides Allah.” Ibn al-Qayyim, 1% al-
Muwagqi'in, vol. 1, pg, 50 said, ‘It refers to everything whose bounds are trans-
gressed by the servant, be it connected to what one follows, worships, or obeys.’
cf. ‘Abdw’l-Rahman ibn Hasan, Fath al-Majid, ibn ‘Uthaymin, al-Qaw! al-Mufid

16 Allah, Most High, says, “Do you not see those who claim that they have faith
in what has been sent down to you and what was sent down before you, still
desiting to tutn to a satanic source for judgement in spite of being ordered to
rejectit? Shaytan wants to misguide them far away. When they are told, ‘Come to
what Allah has sent down and to the Messenger,” you see the hypocrites turning
away from you completely. How will it be when a disaster strikes them because of
what they have done, and then they come to you sweating by Allah: “We desired
nothing but good and reconciliation’?” [#/-Nisa’ (4): 60-62)

He also says, “Do they then seek the judgment of the Time of Ignorance?
Who could be better at giving judgment than Allah for people with certainty.” [+
Ma’idab (5): 50)

cf. Chapter 39 of the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid
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slaves.'”

Allah knows best.

Peace and blessings be upon Muhammad,

his family and his Companions.

" The wotding in a/-Durar al-Saniyyab, vol. 2, pg, 146 is, “and disliking martiage
between the Two Tds.”

79



THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

80



e —

Ten things which breach
Islam
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With the Name of Allah,
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful

Know that there are ten things which breach (a person’s pro-
fession of) Islam:

1. Associating partners in the worship of Allah.

Allah, Most High, says,
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“Allah does not forgive anything being associated with

Him but He forgives whoever He wills for anything
other than that.”
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! al-Nisa’ (4): 48
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“If anyone associates anything with Allah, Allah has
forbidden him the Garden and his refuge will be the

Fire. The wrongdoers will have no helpers.”

Subsumed by this is slaughtering for another besides Allah such
as slaughtering for the sake of a Jinn or grave.

2. Whoever appoints intermediaries between him and Allah,
supplicating to them, requesting intercession from them,
and placing his absolute reliance on them has disbelieved
by the consensus (of scholars).

3. Whoever does not declare the polytheists to be disbeliev-
ers, or doubts their disbelief, or believes that their belief
is valid.

4. Anyone who believes that a path other than the guidance
of the Prophet (4&) is the better of the two, or believes
that the ruling of another is better than his ruling. An
example of this is a person who prefers the judgment of
false gods over his judgment.

5. Whoever hates anything the Messenger () came with,
even if he acts by it, has disbelieved.

6. Whoever mocks any aspect of the religion of the Messen-

ger (#), or any aspect of its reward or punishment, has
disbelieved.

2 al-Ma’idab (5): 72
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The proof for this is His, Most High, saying,
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“Say, ‘Would you make a mockery of Allah and
His Signs and His Messenger? Do not try to excuse
yourselves, you have disbelieved after having
believed.””?

7. Magic - included here are spells that would repel or en-
dear one person to another. Whoever practises it or ap-
proves of its performance has disbelieved.

The evidence for this is the saying of Allah, Most High,
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“They taught no one without first saying to him, ‘We

are merely a trial and temptation, so do not

disbelieve.””*

8. Supporting and assisting the polytheists against the Mus-
lims.

The evidence for this is His, Most High, saying,

% al-Tawbah (9): 65-66
* al-Bagarah (2): 102
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“Any of you who takes them as friends is one of
them, Allah does not guide wrongdoing people.””

9. Anyone who believes that it is permissible for some peo-
ple not to adhere to the Shari‘ah of Muhammad (g) as it
was permissible for Khadir not to follow the Shariah of
Musa (‘@layhis-salam) is a disbeliever.

10. Turning away from the religion of Allah, Most High: not
learning it and not acting by it.

The evidence for this is His, Most High, saying,
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“Who could do greater wrong than someone who is

reminded of the Signs of his Lord and then turns

away from them? We will take revenge on the
evildoers.”®

S al-Mé'idah (5): 51

S al-Sajdah (32): 22
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- The Five Maxims
al-Masa’il al-Khams al-Wajiba
Ma'‘rifatuba
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The Five Maxims

It is obligatory on you to know five issues:

The First

When Allah sent Muhammad (&) with guidance and the religion of
truth,! the first statement that He enjoined upon him was,

N g W LI R
OSHHOZNEE
“You who are enveloped in your cloak! Arise and
warn...”?

The meaning of, “and warn,” is to warn against associating part-
ners with Allah. The polytheists had made shirk part of their re-
ligion by which they would seek to draw closer to Allah, Most
High. They would also knowingly commit an untold number of

Y al-Tawbah (9): 33

2 al-Muddaththir (74): 1-2

88



al-Masa’il al-Khams al-Wajiba Ma'‘rifatuba

lewd acts and wrongs. When one fully grasps this and then real-
ises that Allah ordered him (#) to warn against their religion
through which they sought to draw closer to Allah before warn-
ing them against fornication and incestuous relationships, and
one grasps the actual form of the shirk they would commit, some
astonishing things will come to light. He will soon realise that
the shirk committed by many people today is worse than what
they practised. Allah, Most High, says,
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“When harm touches man he calls upon his Lozd,
turning to Him in repentance. Then when He grants
him a blessing from Him, he forgets what he was
calling for before and ascribes rivals to Allah, so as to
misguide others from His Way. Say, ‘Enjoy your dis-
belief for a little while; you are among the Compan-
ions of the Fire.

{

9953

The Second

Alongside warning them against shirk, he enjoined them to
Tawpid. Tawhid is to make the religion sincerely for Allah, Most
High, and this is what is meant by the words,

> al-Zumar (39): 8

Allah, Most High, says, “When harm touches man, he calls on Us, lying on his side or
sitting down or standing up. Then when We remove the harm from him be carries on as if he had
never called on Us when the harm first touched him.” [ Yinus (10): 12]
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“..and magnify your Lord.™

i.e. magnify Him through sincerity. What is not meant by this
verse is the Zakbir for the call of prayer or the likes since this was
legislated in Madinah.

When a person realises that abandoning shirk is of no benefit
unless and until it is accompanied with donning the faiment of
sincerity, and he truly grasps what sincerity means, he will undet-
stand the false concept of sincerity held by many people. He will
also appreciate the falsity of the belief that abandoning supplica-
tion to the righteous is to detract from their status. Look at the
Christians: they accused Muhammad (§%) of demeaning ‘Isi when
he stated that he was a servant of Allah and His Messenger, and
that he should not be worshipped alongside Allah, Most High.

Whoever understands all of this will realise the strangeness of
Islam. The point will strike home when he sees how those who
claim to be scholars oppose this issue and how they rule those
who hold the belief (of sincerity), who strive against them and
those who worship the shrine of Aba Talib and al-Kuwaz, to be
disbelievers. They have passed religious edicts that our blood
and property is lawful for them because we have left what they
follow. ‘

These two issues will only truly be realised when you bring to
mind how they deal with the people of sincerity and compare
that to how they deal with the polytheists. You will then appre-
hend the fact that Islam is not just knowledge; Iblis and Pharaoh

4 al-Muddaththir (14): 3
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knew it, and the People of the Book knew him as they knew
their own sons. Islam is (to know and then) to act, it is to love, to
hate, and to abandon allegiance to parents and sons for its sake.

The Third

You must believe with all your heart that Allah, Glorious is He,
sent the Messenger to be believed and followed. He did not send
him to be denied and disobeyed. Now, turn to those who claim
to be scholars and consider their acknowledgement of Zawhid,
their profession that this was the religion of Allah and His Mes-
senger, and contrast it to their assertion that whoever accepts
and follows 7awhidis one of the Khawarij whose blood and prop-
erty becomes lawful. Moreover, contrast this to their vindication
of those who hate 7awpid, abuse it and turn people away from it,
stating that they are upon the truth! Now, consider their acknowl-
edgement of (the evil of) shirk and contrast this to the claim that
they have no shrines which they worship.

When a person understands this third issue as is fitting, he will
know that these stances are self-contradictory and incompatible
with each other. They are mere folly. How can one accept that
Tawhid is the religion of Allah and His Messenger yet, at the same
time, hate it and oppose it! How can one think that grave wot-
ship is shirk, yet not state that what people do at the shrines is
shirk, arguing instead that they are the Largest Group® and there-
fore upon the truth! Astonishingly, one would think that these
contradictory beliefs would not coexist in the heart for a single
day, yet some people have been living with them for more than
twenty years!

> ar: al-sawad al-a‘gam
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This issue will then highlight the wonder of Allah’s power (and
how He changes hearts),’ and it will lead a person to become
acquainted with Allah and with his own self. Whoever knows his
self and knows his Lord has perfected his affair.

The Fourth

You must know that Allah revealed to His Messenger,
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“It has been revealed to you and those before you:
‘If you associate others with Allah, your actions will
come to nothing and you will be among the losers.’
No! Worship Allah and be among the thankful.”

(;‘ €\ \._—:\

\

He said this because they had attempted to elicit one word, or
one deed of shirk out of him, promising him that they would
then accept Islam. If the master of the Sincere, the one with the
~ most righteous deeds, was to say one word of shirk, all the while
hating it, so that others would be guided to Islam, his deeds would
come to nothing and he would be one of the losers. What then
of a person who shows himself to be one of them, who says
hundreds of such words so that his trade be profitable, or, when
the people of 7awhid were barred from performing Hajj, articu-
lates them so that he can perform it?! Look to the Prophet (&)
who was barred from performing Hajj until Allah allowed him to

¢ cf. the authot’s Kitab al-Tawhid, chpt. 19
" al-Zumar (39): 65-66
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conquer Mecca.

When a person fully grasps this, he will realise the magnitude
of Tawhid with Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, and the severity
of shirk. Even if it takes you four years to learn this, you will
have greatly benefited. I mean learning it as you know that a sin-
gle drop of urine released annuls the state of ritual ablution, wudi’,
even if this was done without your volition.

The Fifth

The Messenger of Allah (4&) obligated belief in all that he came
with without differentiating one part from another. Anyone who
believes in one part and disbelieves in another is a disbeliever.
One must believe in the entire Book.

Some people pray and fast and abandon many proscribed acts,
but they do not bequeath women, thinking that this is the path
that should be followed. Indeed, if a person did bequeath a
woman, the hearts of those around him would reject his act. Some
of them reject that a woman should spend her prescribed waiting
petiod, %ddah, in her husband’s house despite knowing that Allah,
Most High, has said,

“Do not evict them from their homes, nor should

they leave, unless they commit an outright indecency.”®

8 al-Talag (65): 1
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They think that her staying in her husband’s house is unbefitting
and that she should be evicted. Other people reject the fact that
the greeting should be with the sa/im, knowing full well that Allah
has legislated it, preferring instead the greetings of Jahiliyyah sim-
ply because they are accustomed to them. Such people have all
disbelieved because they have believed in a part and disbelieved
in another. This is not the case with people who commit a sin or
leave an obligation, for example, committing fornication or leav-
ing good treatment of parents while knowing that they are mis-
taken, and that what Allah has ordered is correct.’ »

I have given these three examples so that you may follow and
extrapolate from them. There are many such examples where
people are opposing the limits set by Allah in the Qut’an. It is
there customs which they now regard to be the good, and if a
person was to do something that Allah has mentioned, or leave
their customs; they would object and deride him. Again, this is
not the same as someone who does something wrong, or leaves
something that must be done, while knowing that he is in the
wrong and believes in what Allah has said.

Know that these five issues are incredibly important for people
to learn, especially so in our times where Islam has become some-
thing strange. Allah knows best."

? i.e. the first group of people knowingly preferred custom to the laws of Allah.
The second group did what they did believing it to be bad.

10 ‘Abdullzh ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdw’l-Wahhab, F7 ‘4¢a’id al-Islim min Rasa’il

al-Shaykh Mubarmmad ibn ‘Abdu’l-Wabhab, pp. 9-12. cf. ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim,
al-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 1, pp. 166-167 '
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I ask Allah, the Kind and Lord of the Magnificent Throne, to
protect you in this wotld and the next and to make you one of
those who are grateful when given, patient when tested and re-
pentant after sinning, These three are the benchmarks of felicity.

Know, may Allah direct you to obey Him, that the pure, up-
right faith: the religion of Ibrahim is to worship Allah, making
the religion sincerely and solely His. It was for this that Allah
created the whole of mankind and it was this that He imposed
upon them. Allah, Most High, says,

N i R ALy
“I only created jinn and mankind to worship Me.”
After acknowledging that Allah created you to worship Him,
know that worship cannot be considered such unless and until it
is accompanied by Tawhid, in exactly the same way that salih can-

! al-Dhariyit (51): 56
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not be considered so unless and until it is accompanied by puti-
fication, taharah. When shirk enters worship, it is sullied and an-
nulled in the same way that minor ritual impurity, padath, annuls
the state of purification. Allah, Most High, says,
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“It is not for the polytheists to frequent the masjids
of Allah, bearing witness against themselves of their
disbelief. They are the ones whose actions will come
to nothing and they will be in the Fire timelessly,
forever.”?

When you have acknowledged that shirk, when mixed with wor-
ship, annuls it and voids the deed, and that the person who per-
petrated it will be in the Fire forever, you will apprehend that
this is the most important thing for you to learn so that hopefully
Allah would save you from this snare: associating partners with
Allah. This is achieved through understanding four principles, all
of which Allah has mentioned in His Book:

The First

The disbelievers whom the Messenger of Allah () fought ac-
cepted that Allah was the Creator, the Provider, the giver of life,
the causer of death, and the One who regulates all affairs. Yet
this acceptance was not enough to allow them entry into the fold

2 4)-Tawbah (9): 17
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of Islam. The evidence for this lies in His saying,
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“Say: ‘Who provides for you out of heaven and earth?
Who controls the hearing and sight? Who brings forth
the living from the dead and the dead from the living?’
Who directs the whole affair?” They will say, ‘Allah.’ |
Say, “Will you not then be mindful of Him?”*

The Second

They would say, “‘We only supplicate to them and turn to them
in the hope that they will draw us nearer (to Allah) and that they
will intercede on our behalf. In reality, we want from Allah, not
them, but we are asking (Him) through their intercession, and
we seek to draw closer to Him through them.” The evidence for

the point about drawing closer to Allah lies in His saying,
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~ “Those who take protectors besides Him - “We only

worship them so that they may brlng us niearer to
A]lah 24 ) . .

* Yanus (10): 31
* al-Zumar (39): 3
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The evidence for the point about intercession lies in His say-

ing,
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“They worship, instead of Allah, what can neither
harm them nor help them, saying, ‘These are our in-
tercessors with Allah.””

Intercession is of two types: one type that has been negated
and one type that has been affirmed. The category that has been
negated is that which is sought from others besides Allah in mat-
ters that only Allah is able to do. The evidence for this lies in His

saying,
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“You who have faith! Give away some of what We
have provided for you before a Day artives on which

there is no trading, no close friendship and no intet-
cession. Itis the disbelievers who are the wrongdoers™

The category that has been affirmed is that which only Allah
can do, and is sought from Him. The one who is interceding has,
in reality, been ennobled with intercession, and the person inter-

5 Yinus (10): 18
¢ al-Bagarah (2): 254
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ceded for is one whose words and deeds Allah is pleased with,
after having been authorised. The evidence for this lies in His

saying,
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“Allah, there is none worthy of worship save Him,
the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He is not subject to
drowsiness or sleep. Everything in the heavens and

the earth belongs to Him. Who can intercede with

Him except by His permission?”’

The Third

The Prophet () appeared amongst people who practised greatly
divergent acts of worship. Some would worship the sun and the
moon, some would worship Angels, and some would worship
trees and rocks. The Messenger of Allah () fought them all and
did not differentiate one category from the other. The evidence
for this lies in His saying,
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“Fight them until there is no mote fitna and the reli-
gion is Allah’s alone.”®

" al-Bagarah (2): 255
8 al-Anfal (8): 39
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The evidence that they worshipped the sun and the moon is to
be found in His saying, :
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“Among His Signs are the night and day and the sun
and moon. Do not prostrate to the sun or to the
moon, prostrate to Allah who created them, if you
worship Him.” '

The evidence for the point about the Angels‘ is found in His
words,
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“On the Day We gather them all together and then
say to the Angels, ‘Was it you whom these people
wete worshipping?’ They will say, ‘Glory be to You!
You are our Protector, not them.” No, they were wot-
shipping the jinn; they mostly had faith in them.”"

The evidence for the point about the Prophets lies in His say-
ing, ,

? Fussilat (41): 37
19 Saba’ (34): 40-41
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“And when Allah asks, “Isa son of Maryam! Did you
say to people, “Take me and my mother as gods be-
sides Allah?”” He will reply, ‘Glory be to You! It is not
for me to say what I have no right to say! If I had
said it, You would have known it.””!!
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“He would never command you to take the Angels

and Prophets as lords. Would He command you to
disbelief after being Muslim?"*?

Concerning the righteous, the evidence is,
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“Say, ‘Call on those you make claims for apart from

Him. They possess no power to temove any harm
from you or to change anything.””"?

" al-Mi'idab (5): 116
2 A ‘Tmran (3): 80
B al-Isra’ (17): 56

102



al-Qawa'‘id al-Arba‘

Concerning trees and rocks, evidence is found in His words,

coB Bl G 4 %4 }'/
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“Have you really considered al-Lat and al-* Uzzah and
Manat, the third, the other one?”™*

Evidence is also found in the hadith of Abi Wagqid al-Laythi
(radiyAllabu ‘anbu) who said, “We left with the Prophet (4&) for
Hunayn. We had only recently abandoned disbelief and the poly-
theists had a lotus-tree to which they would retreat in devotion
and upon which they would hang their weapons. It was called
Dhbat Anwat. We passed by this tree and said, “Messenger of Allah
(48), appoint for us a Dhit Anwat like theirs.” The Messenger of
Allah (%) exclaimed, “Allah is great! These are the practices! By
Him in whose hand is my soul your words are hke those said by
the Children of Istael to Musa,
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“Make for us a god just as they have gods.” He
said, ‘Indeed you are a people behaving ignorantly.
What these people are doing is destined for

destruction.”’!>16

" 2l-Najrm (53): 19-20

Y ab-A'raf (T): 138-139

16 Ahmad #21897-21900-21902, Tirmidhi #2180, Nasd’l, a/-Kubra #11185,
Humaydi #848, Tayalisi #1346
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The Fourth

The shirk of the polytheist of our times is worse than that of
those before. At times of difficulty, the polytheists of old would
be sincere to Allah and at times of ease, they would associate
partners with Him. The polytheists of out time, however, com-
mit shirk all the time, in times of ease as well as times of hard-
ship. The evidence for this lies in His saying,

« 05 rd / "
Aly=) il
<% % A TE Ve

1) 2 LR O G e TS5 T
R, A4
(OFF S

" The wording of Tirmidhi is, “When the Messenger of Allah (4%) left for Hunayn,
he passed by a tree belonging to the polytheists called Dhaz Anwatupon which
they would hang their weapons. They said, “Messenger of Allah, appoint for us
a Dhat Anwatlike theirs!” He said, “Gloty be to Allah! This is like what the people
of Musa said, ‘Make for us a god just as they have gods.” By the One in whose
hand is my soul, you will follow the ways of those who came before you.”
Tirmidhi said it was hasan sahih. It was ruled sahih by ibn Hibban #6702, ibn
Hajr, al-Isabah,vol. 4, pg. 216, Albani, Sahih al-Tirmidhi and Arna‘Gt.

The wording of Ahmad #21900 has the Messenger of Allah () saying, “Allah
is great! This is like what the Children of Israel said to Musa, ‘Make for us a god just
as they have gods.” You will surely follow the ways of those who came before you.”
The wording of ibn Hibban #6702 has the Messenger of Allih (saw) saying,
“Allah is great! These are the practices! By Him in whose hand is my soul you have
said the same as was said by the Children of Israel to Musa, ‘Make for us a god just
as they have gods.” He said, ‘Indeed yon are a people behaving ignorantly.” Then he () said,
“You will follow the ways of those who came before you.”

A witness to the last sentence is also recorded by Bukhari #3456-7320 and
Muslim #2669 on the authority of Abt Sa‘id with the wotds, “You will sutely
follow the ways of those before you, hand-span by hand-span, cubit by cubit, to.
the point that were they to enter a lizard hole, you would follow them in.” The
Companions asked, ‘Messenger of Allah, do you mean the Jews and Christians?’

He () replied, “Who else?”
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“When they embark on ships, they call on Allah,
making their religion sincerely His, but then when He
delivers them safely to the land, they associate others
with Him.”"

Therefore, the supplicant is actually worshipping (the supplicated).

The evidence for this is His saying,
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“Who could be further astray than those who call on
other things besides Allah, which will not respond to
them until the Day of Rising and which are unaware
of their prayersr”'®

Allah, Glorions is He, knows best.
Peace and blessings be upon Mubammad, his family and his

Conpanions.”

7 al-Ankabit (29): 65
8 al-Ahgaf (46): 5

19 ‘Abdw’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 2, pp. 23-26
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The Four Principles
of the Testification of Faith

These are four principles which Allah has mentioned in the
unequivocal verses of His Book through which a person will
come to understand the testification that none has the right to be
worshipped save Allah, and by which he will be able to differen-
tiate the Muslim from the polytheist. Consider them well and
lend an attentive ear, may Allah have mercy on you, for they are
of great benefit.

The First

Allah has mentioned that the disbelievers at the time of the
Messenger of Allah (#) accepted that Allah was the Creator and
the Provider and that none shared with Him in this, not an Angel
brought near, nor a Prophet who had been sent. They believed
that He alone was the source of provision and that He, Glorious
is He, alone had the dominion of the heavens and the earth.
Moreover, they believed that all the Prophets and Messengers

were His servants, under His control and protection.
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When this is understood, and one of the polytheists was to ask
you for evidence, recite the following words of Allah concern-
ing the disbelievers to him, :
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“Say: “To whom does the earth belong, and evetryone
in it, if you have any knowledge?” They will say, “To
Allah.” Say: ‘So will you not pay heed?’

Say: “Who is the Lord of the Seven Heavens and the
Lord of the Mighty Throne?” They will say, ‘Allah.”
Say: ‘So will you not have fagwar’

Say: ‘In whose hand is the dominion over everything,
He who gives protection and from whom no pro-
tection can be given, if you have any knowledge?’
They will say, ‘Allah’s.” Say: ‘So how have you been
bewitched.””!
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U al-Mu‘minin (23): 84-89
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“Say: ‘Who provides for you out of heaven and earth?
Who controls the hearing and sight? Who brings forth
the living from the dead and the dead from the living?’
Who directs the whole affair?” They will say, ‘Allah.’
Say, ‘Will you not then be mindful of Him?”?

The Second

The belief they held in the Angels, the Prophets and the Aw/kya’
was because of their closeness to Allah, Most High. Concerning
those who held their belief in the Angels, Allah, Most High,
says,
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“On the Day We gather them all together and then
say to the Angels, “Was it you whom these people
were worshipping?” They will say, ‘Glory be to Youl
You are our Protector, not them.” No, they were wor-
shipping the jinn; they mostly had faith in them.”

Allah says about those who held their belief in the Prophets,

2 Yanus (10): 31

3 Saba’ (34): 40-41
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“The Messiah, the son of Maryam, was only 2 Mes-
senger, before whom other Messengers came and
went, his mother was a woman of truth and both of
them ate food. See how We make the Signs clear to
them! Then see how they are perverted! Say, ‘Do you
worship, besides Allah, something which has no power
to harm or help you when Alldh is the All-Hearing,
the All-Knowing?”*

Concerning their belief in the Awkya’, He says,
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“Those they call on are themselves seeking the means
by which they might approach their Lord, (striving)
as to which of them are the closest to Him, and are
hoping for His metcy and feating His punishment.”

* al-Ma'idab (5): 75-76
> al-Isra’ (17): 57
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The Third

In His Book, Allah, the Highest of the high, stated that the
disbelievers only supplicated to the tighteous in the hope that
they would bring them closer to Allah, and that they would inter-
cede on their behalf. They accepted that only Allah regulates all
affairs as already mentioned. If the polytheist was to ask after the
evidence for this, recite to him the words of Allah,
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“They worship, instead of Allah, what can neither
harm them nor help them, saying, “These are our in-
tercessors with Allzh.” Say, ‘Would you inform Allzh
of something about which He does not know either
in the heavens or on the earth?” May He be glorified
and exalted above what they associate with Him!”
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“Those who take protectors besides Him - “We only
wortship them so that they may bring us nearer to
Allah.””7

3

¢ Yianus (10): 18

" al-Znmar (39): 3
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Understand this and fully grasp the fact that the disbelievers
knew these three issues and accepted them. To reiterate: 1) Only
Allzh alone creates and provides, raises and lowers, and regulates
all affairs. No partner has any share in this. 2) They sought to
draw closer to Allah through the Angels and the Prophets be-
cause of their closeness to Him. 3) They accepted that harm and
benefit was in Allah’s hand, however their hope was that the
Angels and Prophets would draw them closer to Allah and inter-
cede with Him on their behalf.

Carefully think on this, repeat it to yourself hour after hour for
few are the people who know this, especially those who claim to
have knowledge! When you understand them, some astonishing
things will come to light. Then, after this, understand and realise
the fourth issue:

The Fourth

The contemporaries of the Messenger of Allah (#&) would not
associate partners with Allah all the time: sometimes they would,
and at other times they enact Zawpid and abandon supplication to
the Prophets and devils. In times of ease, they would supplicate
to them and hold their beliefs in them. When stricken with harm
or severe difficulty, they would abandon them and make their
religion sincere for Allah, realising that the Prophets and right-
eous had no power to bring them good or harm.

If anyone was to doubt this, recite these words of Allah to
him,
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“When harm occurs to you at sea, those you call on
vanish - except for Him alone! But when He delivets
you to dry land, you turn away. Man truly is
ungrateful.”®
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“When harm touches man he calls upon his Lotd,
turning to Him in repentance. Then when He grants
him a blessing from Him, he forgets what he was
calling for before and asctibes rivals to Allah, so as to

misguide others from His Way. Say, ‘Enjoy your dis-
belief for a little while; you are among the Compan-

259
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ions of the Fire.

This person who made the religion sincerely for Allih on some
occasions, and for the Angels or Prophets on others is one of the
Companions of the Fire. Allah, Most High, says,

8 abLsra (17): 67

° al-Zumar (39): 8
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“Say, “What do you think? If Allah’s punishment were
to come upon you or the Hour, would you call on
other than Alldh if you are being truthful?’ It is Him
you call on and, if He wills, He will deliver you from
whatever it was that made you call on Him; and you
will forget what you associated with Him.”'

Peace and blessings be on Mubammad, bis fanily and bis
Companions.!

0 al-An‘am (6): 40-41
1 ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, al-Durar al-Saniyyab, vol. 2, pp. 27-30
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The Four Principles
Differentiating the Muslim from the
Polytheist

These are four principles of the religion by which 2 Muslim can
differentiate the belief of the Muslims from the belief of the
polytheists.

'The First

The polytheists whom the Messenger of Allah (4&) fought ac-
cepted that Allah was the Creator, the Provider, the bestower of
life and disposer of death, the One who regulates all affairs, causes
harm and grants benefit. However, this acceptance did not avail
them because they did not supplicate to Allah alone. The evi-
dence for this is His sayings,
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“Say: ‘Who provides for you out of heaven and earth?
Who conttols the hearing and sight? Who brings forth
the living from the dead and the dead from the living?’
Who directs the whole affair?” They will say, ‘Allah.’
Say, ‘Will you not then be mindful of Him?””!
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“Say: “To whom does the earth belong, and everyone
in it, if you have any knowledge?’ They will say, “To
Allah.” Say: ‘So will you not pay heed?’

Say: “Who is the Lord of the Seven Heavens and the
Lotd of the Mighty Throne?’ They will say, ‘Allah.’
Say: ‘So will you not have fagwar’

Say: ‘In whose hand is the dominion over everything,
He who gives protection and from whom no pro-
tection can be given, if you have any knowledge?’

Y Yanus (10): 31
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They will say, ‘Allah’s.” Say: ‘So how have you been
bewitched.””*

“Say: “Call on those you make claims for besides Allah.
They have no power over even the smallest particle,
either in the heavens or in the earth. They have no
share in them and He has no need of their support.””
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“Those you call on besides Him have no power over
even the smallest speck. If you call on them they will
not hear your call, and were they to heat, they would
not respond to you.”

% al-Mu'‘minin (23): 84-89
S Saba’ (34): 22

4 Fitir (35): 13-14
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“Say: ‘Have you thought about those you call upon
apart from Allah? Show me what they have created
on the earth; or do they have a partnership in the
heavens? Produce a Book for me before this one or a
shred of knowledge if you are telling the truth.” Who
could be further astray than those who call on other
things besides Allah, which will not respond to them
until the Day of Rising and which are unaware of
their prayers? When mankind is gathered together,
they will be their enemies and will reject their worship.”

The Second

Through their worship of them, these polytheists whom the
Messenger of Allah () fought only wanted to draw nearer to
Allzh and to have them intercede on their behalf with Him. Allah
has absolved Himself of anyone who has a protector or interces-
sor besides Him, instead He has commanded us to sincerity. Sin-
cerity is not to appoint an intermediary between Him and man,
that only He be turned to for succour and that only His help be

5 al-Abgdf (46): 4-6
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sought. The evidence for this lies in His words,
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“Those who take protectors bésides Him - ‘We only

- worship them so that they may brlng us nearer to
Allah.””
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“They worship;.instead of Allah, what can neither
harm them nor help them, saying, ‘These are our in-
tercessors with Allah.””’
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“Ot have they adopted intercessors besides Allah? Say,
‘Even though they do not control a thing and have
no awareness?’ Say, ‘Intercession is entirely Allzh’s af-
fair. The kingdom of -the heavens and earth is' His.
Then you will be returned to Him.””®

¢ al-Zumar (39):3
7 Yinus (10): 18

8 al-Zumar (39): 43-44
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The Third

The Messenger of Allah () was sent to a people, some of
whom worshipped inanimate idols, magicians, fortune-tellers and
devils, and some of whom worshipped Angels and the righteous.
He did not differentiate between the two, instead he fought them
all until the religion was wholly Allah’s. The evidence for this:
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“Say, ‘Call on those you make claims for apart from
Him. They possess no power to remove any harm
from you or to change anything’ Those they call on
are themselves seeking the means by which they might
approach their Lord, (striving) as to which of them
are the closest to Him, and are hoping for His mercy
and fearing His punishment. The punishment of your
Lotd is truly something to be feared.”
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y&jud;ﬂ@.wﬂfuﬁ,&w
{5‘! :)’O"’ /u‘\d.:u»;/‘/ - )b@;}ﬁ
257 o
@ufyﬁr”fé———:\u’fj‘%’”
“On the Day We gather them all together and then
say to the Angels, ‘Was it you whom these people
were worshipping?” They will say, ‘Glory be to Youl!

® al-Isra’ (17): 56-57
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You are our Protector, not them.” No, they were wor-
shipping the jinn; they mostly had faith in them.”"
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“On the Day We gather them all together, We will say
then to those who associated others with Allah, ‘To
your place, you and your partner-gods!” Then We will
sift them out, and their partner-gods will say, ‘It was
not us you worshipped.””"

The Fourth

When stricken with severe harm, these polytheists whom the
Messenger of Allah (#) fought left their intermediaries and sup-
plicated to Allah alone, making the religion sincerely His. The
evidence for this lies in His words,

Gl
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“When they embark on ships, they call on Allah,
making their religion sincerely His, but then when He
delivers them safely to the land, they associate others

0 Saba’ (34): 40-41
" Yinus (10): 28
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with Him.”*?
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“When the waves hang over them like canopies, they
call on Allah, making their religion sincerely His. But
then, when He delivers them safely to the land, some

of them are ambivalent.”?

Blessings be upon Mubammad."*

2 al-Ankabit (29): 65
Y Lugman (31): 32
¥ ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, al-Durar al-Saniyyab, vol. 2, pp. 33-35

125



THE FOUR PRINCIPLES DIFFERENTIATING

126



Succinct Counsel

127
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All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the wotlds. Peace and bless-
ings be upon the Master of the Messengers and the Imam of
those mindful of Allah. You, may Allah have mercy on you, have
asked me to write some words that would be of benefit to you.

The first thing I counsel you with is to turn to what Muhammad
(%) came with from Allah, the Blessed and Most High. He was
sent by Allah with everything that man would need, he has left
nothing that would bring them nearer to Allah and His Paradise
without enjoining them to it. He has left nothing that would take
them away from Allah and bring them closer to His punishment
except that he proscribed it and warned against it. Through him,
Allah established the evidence against His creation and, after his
sending, none has an argument left that can be used as justifica-
tion against Allah. Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, says about him
and his brother Messengers,
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“We have revealed to you as We revealed to Nih and
the Prophets who came after him. And We revealed
to Ibrahim and Isma‘l and Ishaq and Ya‘qab and the -
Tribes, and ‘Tsi and Ayyab and Yanus and Haran
and Sulayman. And We gave Dawiid the Zabir. There
are Messengers We have already told you about and
Messengers We have not told you about; and Allah
spoke directly to Musa - Messengers bringing good
news and giving warning so that people will have no
argument against Allah after the coming of the Mes-
sengers. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise.”

The greatest thing he brought from Allah and called man to was
the Zawhid of Allah which is to worship Him alone with no part-
ners and to make the religion sincerely His. This injunction came
before the command to pray, give alms, fast and perform Hajj.
Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, says,

ORI G SO ST A

U al-Nisé’ (4): 163-165
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“You who are enveloped in your cloak! Arise and
warn, and magnify your Lord.”

The meaning of “and magnify your Lord,” is to magnify Him
through 7awhid and the sole, sincere worship of Him alone with
no partner. This injunction came before the other commands of
Islam. The meaning of, “Arise and warn,” is to warn against asso-
ciating partners in the worship of Allah, and this came before the
warning against fornication, interest, stealing, opptession and other
mortal sins.

This is the most important fundament of the religion and the
most obligatory, and for it was creation created,

G u_)mY1u.a¥\_,uJ-\&’l;\.aJ
“I only created jinn and mankind to worship Me.

993

Because of it were the Messengers sent and the Books revealed,
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“We sent 2 Messenger among every people [saying]:

2 ab-Muddaththir (T14):1-3
3 al-Dhariyt (51): 56

* al-Nahl(16): 36
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Worship Allah and keep clear of all false gods.”

And because of it was man divided into the Muslim and the
disbeliever.

Whoever comes to Allah on the Day of Rising as one who
lived by Zawhid, not having associated any partners with Him,
will enter Paradise. Whoever comes to Him having associated
partners with Him will enter the Fire even if he was the most
devout of people. This is the meaning of La ilah ill’ Allah> for an
ilah, god, is one who is supplicated, hoped in for the promotion
of good and the curbing of harm, who is feared and is relied on.

When you have apprehended this, you must learn four princi-
ples which we have mentioned before and hence will not repeat

here.¢

> None has the right to be worshipped save Allah.

¢ ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn al-Qasim, a/-Durar al-Saniyyah, vol. 2, pp. 31-32
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TIME OF IGNORANCE
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INDEX OF AYAT

Ayah

A group of the People of the Book say,
'At the beginning of the day

...a group of those who have been
given the Book disdainfully toss

Allah would not send down anything
to 2 mere human being

And those who believe in falsehood
and disbelieve in Allzh

Are these the people among us to
whom Allzh has shown

Are you going to leave Miisa and his
people to cause corruption

..atrogant towards it, talking arrant
nonsense all night long.

As for those who divide up their religion
and form into sects

But they denied the truth when it came
to them. They are, therefore

Do not be like those who split up and
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Index of Ayat

differed after the Clear Signs

Do not chase away those who call on their
Lotd morning and evening

Do not trust anyone except for those

who follow your religion.

Do you really hope they will follow you

in faith when a group of them heard
Does not Allah know best those

who are thankful?

even though before that they were praying
for victory over the disbelievers

Fight them until thete is no more tribulation

Follow what has been sent down to you
from your Lotd and do not

He has laid down the same religion for
you as He enjoined on Nih

He said, "What about the previous
generations?'

Hold fast to the rope of Allah and

do not separate

1 fear that he may change your religion
and bring about corruption

Ibtahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian
but a man of pure natural

If there was any good in it, they would
not have beaten us to it

It is not right for any human being
that Allah should give

Master of the Day of Judgement.

No burden-bearer can bear another's....
No one will enter the Garden except
for Jews and Christians.

Not so! All who submit themselves
completely to Allah

Our hearts are uncircumcised
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THEFOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

People of the Book! Do not go to excess

in your religion and 4:171 : 21
People of the Book! Do not go to :
extremes in your religion asserting - 577 20
Say, 'T exhort you to do one thing alone:

to stand before Allah 34:46. 15
Say, 'If you love Allah, then follow me S

and Allah will love you 3:31 41
Say, 'Produce your evidence if you are

telling the truth.' 2:111 29
Say, 'Why then, if you are believers,

did you previously kill 2:91 27
Similarly, We never sent any warner

before you to any city : 43:23 15
Shu’ayb, we do not understand :

much of what you say... 11:91 : 22
Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the 2:102 23
That was a community which has long

since passed away. 2:134 46
The Fire will only touch us for a

number of days. 2:80 41
The Jews say, 'The Christians have _

nothing to stand on,’ 2:113 28
Their reckoning is in no way your

responsibility and your reckoning 6:52 47
They plotted and Allah plotted. 3:54 34
They recognise the blessings of Allah ‘

and then reject them! 16:83 33
They recognise it as they recognise

their own sons 2:146 18
They say, "We have faith in what was

sent down to us,' and 2:91 26, 38
They worship, instead of Allah, ,

what can neither harm them 10:18 9

This is nothing but the words of a
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Index of Ayat

human being,

Those are the people who disbelieve

in their Lord's Signs

those who split up their religion and form
into sects

Those who take protectors besides
Him - "We only

We die and we live and nothing destroys
us except for time.

We do not see anyone following you
but the lowest of us, unthinkingly

We established them far more firmly
than We have established you

We have mote wealth and children, we are
not going to be punished.

We have never heard of anything like
this among our ancestors

When they are told, 'Follow what Allah
has sent down

Whenever they commit an indecent act,
they say, 'We found

Who would deliberately renounce

the religion of Ibrahim

Why should we believe you when

the vilest of people follow you?

Why was this Qut'an not sent down to
one of the great men of the two cities?
Woe to those who write the Book with
their own hands and then

Yet they still reject the All-Merciful.

You are nothing but human beings

like ourselves.

You thought that Allah would never know
much of what you did.

You who have faith! Many of the
rabbis and monks devour
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INDEX OF AHADITH

Hadith

Allah cursed the Jews and Christians,
they took the graves

Allah gives this wotld to those He
loves and those He not love

Allah is pleased with three qualities
for you: That you worship

Allah, Mighty and Magnificent

says, 'I am the One who

Allah, Most High, says, "The son of
Adam derogates Me

Allah says, 'T am One who stands

in no need of shirk.

Augury from the flight of birds,
geomancy, and seeing (bad) omens
Beware of extremism in the religion
for it was extremism

By the One in whose hand is the
soul of Muhammad

Do not make your houses into graves
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Abua Hurayrah
Abu Hurayrah
Abt Hurayrah
Abu Hurayrah
Qabisah

Ibn ‘Abbas

Ibn ‘Umar
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Index of Abadith

and do not take my grave

Faith is to believe in Allah, the
Angels, the Books, the Messengers
Hear and obey. They will bear the
responsibility of what they do

In my nation there are four traits
of Jahliyyah

The children of Adam abuse time
whereas I am Time

The extremists are destroyed

The Muslim must hear and obey
in that which he likes

The religion is sincerity and
sincere advice.

The Messenger of Allah cursed
women visitors to the graves
When a righteous man - or a
righteous servant - of theirs dies
Whoever goes to a fortune teller
or a magician or a soothsayer and
Whoever goes to a fortune teller
ot a soothsayer and believes him
Whoever goes to a soothsayer and
believes him in what he says
Whoever goes to a soothsayer and
believes him in what he says has
Whoever sees something from his
leader that he dislikes should be

You revile him because of his mother?
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Salamah

Aba Malik

Aba Hurayrah
Ibn Mas‘ad

Ibn ‘Umar
Tamim al-Darl
Ibn ‘Abbas
‘A’ishah

Ibn Mas‘ad

Abt Hurayrah

Jabir

Ibn ‘Abbas
Abta Dhar
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INDEX OF ARABIC WORDS

AWLIYA: plural of wali friend, ally, loyal companion. From the word
wildyah meaning loyalty and closeness, the opposite of enmity.
‘AYY: withholding the tongue from speaking, carefully consideting

each word before it is said.

BARZAKH: bérrier, isthmus, A barrier that is erected between the
deceased and this life preventing him from returning and a ge-
neric reference to the life that commences after death.

BID‘AH: innovation, that which is newly introduced into the re]igion
of Allzh. | o

DA'IF: weak; the hadith that is neither sahih not hasan because it fails
to meet one of their requirements. It is of varying degtrees of
severity, the most severe of which being mauda’, fabricated.

DHIKR: remembrance, tecollection, technically referring the remem-
brance of Allah. '

DU*A: supplication, invocation, it is an action of worship that may
only be directed to Allah. Itis of two types, supplication through
worship (du% ‘ibadak) and supplication of request (du'a mas'alah).
The first type of du#% can be understood when one understands
that every act of worship is done with the unstated plea that Allah
accept that action of worship and the desire to draw closer to
him; and hence attain His pleasure. Hence every action of wot-
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Index of Arabic Words

ship is a type of request to Allah. The second type of d#‘@is whereby
one explicitly asks his Lord of something such as ‘O Allah! Grant
me good in this wotld and the Hereafter.” The second type in-
cludes the first type and the first type necessitates the second type.

HADITH: A text attributed to the Prophet () describing his actions,
words, descriptions and tacit approvals. It consists of two pot-
tions, the body of the text (matn) and the snad. Rarely the term is
also used to refer to a text attributed to a Companion or a 7abi‘%.

HAFIZ: pl. Huffaz. Hadith Master, commonly referred to one who
has memorised at least 100000 hadiths.

HASAN: good, fair. A hadith whose Zs#ad is continuously linked of
just, morally upright narrators but whose precision (dabJ) falls short
of the requitements of the sahih hadith; containing no irregularity
(shadh) and no hidden defect (%/ah). A hadith can be hasan in and
of itself, or contain a defect but still be tuled to be so due to
supporting evidences.

THSAN: beneficence, excellence. To worship Allah as if one is seeing
Him, and knowing that even though one sees Him not, He sees
the servant.

IKHLAS: sincerity, to strip oneself of worshiping any besides Allah
such that everything one does is performed only to draw closer to
Him and for His pleasure. Itis to purify ones actions from any but
the Creator having a share in them, from any defect or self-desire.
The one who has true ikhlas (mukhlis) will be free of riya’.

‘ILM: knowledge.

IMAN: The firm belief, complete acknowledgement and acceptance
of all that Allah and His Messenger have commanded to have
faith in, submitting to it both inwardly and outwardly. It is the
acceptance and belief of the heart that includes the actions of the
heart and body, therefore it encompasses the establishment of the
whole religion. This is why the Imams and Salaf used to say, ‘Faith
is the statement of the heart and tongue, action of the heart, tongue
and limbs.” Hence it comprises statement, action and belief, it in-
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THE FOUNDATIONS OFISLAM

“creases through obedience and decreases through disobedience.
It includes the beliefs of faith, its morals and manners and the
actions demanded by it. ’

ISLAM: submission, submitting to the will of Allah through follow-
ing His law as revealed upon the tongue of the Messenger (48).

ISNAD: support. The chain of authorities on which a narration is
based, linking the end narrator of a narration to the one it is
attributed to, be it the Prophet (4%) or anyone else, narrator by
' patratot.

ITTIBAS: following, techmcaﬂy refernng to following the Sunnah of
the Prophet (). -

JAHILIYYAH: Pre-Islamic Ignorance. Technically this refers to the
condition of a people before the guidance of Allah reaches them,
~or the state of a people that prevents them from acceptmg the
guidance of Allah.

JAHL:ignorance.

KALAM: speech, discourse. Technically used to refer to dialectics and

_ scholastic theology.

KHALAF: successors. A reference to those who followed 2 path other
than the path of the Salaf.

KHALIFAH: pl. £bulafz’. Successor, representative. The Successors of

- the Prophet (), head of the Islamic state. Also called Awir a/-
Mu'minin or Leader of the Believers.

KHUSHU submissiveness, humility.

KUFR: denial, rejection, hiding, technically referring to disbelief. It
can be major (removing a person from the fold of Islam) or
minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam).

MURAQABAH: self-inspection. The servant having the sure knowl-
edge that Allah sees him in all citcumstances and knows all that he
is doing, as such the he does his utmost not to fall into the prohib-
ited matters and to correct his own failings.

MURSAL: disconnected. A hadith whereby a 74bi narrates directly
from the Prophet () without mentioning the Companion. In
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Index of Arabic Words

the view of the majority of Scholars it is a sub- category of da'if.
QADR: Divine Decree and Destiny.
QUR’AN: The actual Word of Allah revealed to the Prophet () in
_ the Arabic language through the medium of the Angel Gabriel
and the greatest miracle bestowed him. It consists of 114 chapters
commencing with al-Fatihah and ending with an-Nas.

RIYA’: showing off; ostentation, an example of which lies in person
beautifying actions of worship because he knows people are watch-
ing,

RUQYA: recitation used to cure an illness or disease. It can only be
done in the Arabic tongue, in words whose meaning is under-

~ stood, using verses of the Qur’an or supplications of the Prophet
combined with the belief that it is only Allzh who in reality gives
- the cure.

SABR: patience and steadfastness, the restraint of ones self to that
which is dictated by the divine law. It is of three levels, steadfast-
ness in the obedience of Allah, steadfastness in avoiding the pro-
hibited matters and patience at the onset of calamity. J&hlas can
never be complete without sidg and sidg can never be complete
without 7&h/as and the two can never be complete without sabr.
The person is patient through Allah, i.e. seeking His aid Alone; for
Allah, i.e. arising out of love for Him and the desite to draw close
to Him; and with Allah, i.e. doing only that which He wills.

SAHABAH: The Companions of the Prophet (48), those who saw
him, believed in him and died upon that belief.

SAHIH: correct, authentic. A hadith which has a continuously linked
isnad, of just, morally upright and precise narrators; containing no
irregularity (shadh) or hidden defect (‘7//ah). Hetice five conditions
have to be met: the Zsnad being continuously linked; the justice
(‘adly of the natrator; the precision (dabl) of the natrator; its not
being shadh; and its not containing an %/ab. The hadith can be
sahih in and of itself, or it can contain a defect but still be ruled to
be sahih due to supporting evidences.
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THE FOUND»ATIONS OF.ISLAM

SALAF: predecessors. Technically used to refer to the best generations

of Muslims, the first three generation: the Sapabah, the 14bi‘un and
- the 7ab‘ Tabi%n due to the hadith, “The best of people are my .
generation, then the one that follows, then the one that follows.”

SHIRK: association, technically referring to directing a right that is due
to Allzh Alone to another object of creation, either completely or
partially. It can be major (removing a person from the fold of
Islam) or minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam).

SUNNAH: way, path. The actions, wotds, desctiptions, commands,
prohibitions and tacit approvals of the Prophet (42).

TABI'UN: The generation following that of the Companions.

TAB  TABI'UN: The generation following that of the 7:bi%n.

TAQWA: the basic meaning of which is setting a bartier between two
things. This is why it is said that one i#faga with his shield, i.e. he set
it as a barrier between him and the one who wished him evil.
Therefore it is as if the one who has fagwa (muttagi) has used his
following the commands of Alldh and avoiding His prohibitions
as a barrier between himself and the Punishment. Hence he has
preserved and fortified himself against the punishment of Allah
through his obeying Him. '

TARQ: the practice of divination through drawing lines in the earth
or equally the practice of throwing gravel onto the ground and
divination by the shapes subsequently formed therein.

TAWHID: unification, monotheism, the belief in the absolute One-
ness of Allah. It is to believe that Allah Alone is the cteatort,
nourisher, and sustainer of the wotlds; it is to believe that Allah
Alone desetrves to be worshipped; and it is to believe that He has
unique and perfect Names and Attributes that far transcend any-
thing that one can imagine.

TIYARAH: seeing bad omens in things.

WAHDATU-L-WUJUD: The unity of existence, the heretical belief
that Allah is everywhere and everything, :

WARA": pious caution, scrupulousness. A mannerism through which
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Index of Arabic Words

the heart is purified of all that would sully it and has been excel-
lently summarised in the saying of the Prophet (4€), “From the
excellence of ones Islam is his leaving that which does not con-
cern him.” It is to leave all that causes one doubt, all that does not
concern him, to continuously bring oneself to account and to
devote oneself to Allah. Some of the Salaf said, ‘None attains the
reality of Zagwa until he leaves that which is harmless for fear of
falling into that which is harmful.’
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